
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF 

SAINT MATTHEW & OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 

The Week of  December 11, 2016 -  Third Sunday of  Advent 

 

If you would like to 
bring the gifts up 

during the  
offertory procession,  

please see an Usher before 
Mass begins. 

 
   

 

Sunday 
Is 35:1-6a, 10; Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11 

Monday 
Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a, 12:1-6a, 10ab; 
Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 

Tuesday 
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Mt 21:28-32  

Wednesday 
Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25; Lk 7:18b-23 

Thursday 
Is 54:1-10; Lk 7:24-30 

Friday 
Is 56:1-3a, 6-8; Jn 5:33-36 

Saturday 
Gn 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 10 
5:00 pm (A)  Clara & Stephan Heinzel   

5:00 pm (H)  Pauline & Edward Illmensee Sr.                  

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 11 
8:00 am (H)  Dave Treacy 
8:30 am (A)  Mary Kenny 

9:00 am (H)  Peter Frankevich 
10:30 am (A)  Louise Ciancio 

12:00 pm (H)           Thomas Brennan 

MONDAY,  DECEMBER 12 
8:00 am (A)  Romeo Constantino 

9:00 am (H)            Josephine Corti 

TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 13 
8:00 am (A)  Easty Family Sp. Intention 

9:00 am (H)            Anne Marie Schnibbe 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14 
8:00 am (A)            Joseph Ljubicich 

9:00 am (H)  Matthew  Nehrbauer 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER 15 
8:00 am (A)  Sp. Intention Plati Family  

9:00 am (H)  Sp. Intention Nelson Childs Sr.  

FRIDAY,  DECEMBER 16 
8:00 am (A)   
9:00 am (H)          16th Year Ordination Anniversary 
   of Fr. Matthew Yeboah 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 17 
8:00 am  (A)            Rev. Thomas O’Keefe 
9:00 am (H)  Richard Ess 
5:00 pm (A)  Patrick Caporale 

5:00 pm (H)  Andrew Isreal 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 18 
8:00 am (H)  Beverly Ryan 
8:30 am (A)  Paula Piluso 

9:00 am (H)  Adele Cartwright 
10:30 am (A)  Carol Ann Kealy 

12:00 pm (H)           George Zahurak Sr. 

Key: (A) = Ardsley (H) = Hastings     

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS - Thank You! 

ST. MATTHEW & OLPH           2016           2015 
Collection                                  $7229       $7893 
Repairs & Maintenance          $2938       $2874 
Attendance                                    802           913             

This weekends 2nd collection is the Archdiocesan 
collection for Retired Religious. 



 

First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 

Isaiah tells us that when Christ comes, the weak will be made strong, the deaf will hear, the blind will see, and, 
above all, “sorrow and mourning will flee.”  

Second Reading: James 5:7-10  

As the farmer waits patiently through winter and spring for the “yield of the soil” so, too, must we wait patiently for 
the coming of the Messiah.  

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11  

While in prison, John sends a messenger to Jesus to ask, “Are you He who is to come or do we look for another?” 
Jesus replies by citing the miracles he has performed for the blind, the deaf, and the crippled. He concludes by 
identifying John as the messenger He has sent to prepare the way.  

DECEMBER 11, 2016: THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS 
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly 
 
Third Sunday of Advent 
December 11, 2016 
 
“John in prison heard about the works Christ performed, and sent a message through his disciples to 
ask him, ‘Are you He who is to come’ or do we look for another?’ In reply Jesus said to them: ‘Go 
back and report to John what you hear and see: the blind… cripples… lepers… the deaf… the dead… 
and the poor have the good news preached to them. Blest is the man who finds no stumbling block in 
me.’” 
 
So wrapped up in the commercialism and consumerism, the question posed by John certainly is appropriate 
for us. Who is it we are waiting for? Who is it we are looking for? It is not just a simple, but a profound 
question. Where is our search leading us? 
 
When Jesus began His mission, He used the prophet Isaiah to explain His role. The Baptist asks the 
question for us, and we have the answer right in front of us. We too are to go back and report to others who 
Jesus is for us, what He does for us. So many today are spiritually blind, or deaf, hurting and even fallen from 
grace. But the Christ whose coming we commemorate and celebrate in two weeks asks us to go and tell 
others, as did the disciples of John. May we all ‘prepare the way of the Lord.’ 



Please keep in your prayers the 
ill of our parish especially:  
Peter Rasulo, Christopher Liva, 
Richard Dosin Sr., Mary Michna, 
Richard Ryan Sr., John Trevor 
Dabenigno,  John Kelly, Kristin 

Harkin, Susan Sullivan Manuele, Ambrosio 
Maldonado, Aurea Cabanillas, Rita Stitham 
Gavin, William Bates, Guy Trepanier, Louis Cillo 
& Beatrice Smith. 

And for those who have died marked by the sign of 

faith, especially:  Jean Como 

If you know of any parishioners who are ill and would like to 
be visited by a priest, please contact the rectory at 914-478-
2822.  Names will be left on the sick list for 4 weeks.  Please 
feel free to call the rectory to add names of immediate family 
members at any time. 

We are very grateful to those in 
the military who have dedicated 
themselves to protect our liberty 
and freedom.   Please keep our 

troops in your prayers, especially: Brian Dunne-Navy, 
Christopher Gaulin-Army, George Moore-Navy, 
Nicholas Sestito-Marine, Donald Wemer Jr. - Marine, 
Michael Germain-Navy, Brandon King - Army. 

 

NEXT WEEK: Reconciliation Monday-
December  19th 

Cardinal Dolan designated 
Monday, December 19, 
2016 as Reconciliation 
Monday for Lent. All 

parishes in the Archdiocese will have priests 
available to hear confessions from 4:00 PM - 
8:00 PM.  This includes all the parishes of the 
Archdiocese of New York, as well as the 
parishes of the Diocese of Brooklyn and the 
Diocese of Rockville Center.   
 

Confessions will be held at the following times: 

St. Matthew Church (Hastings):  
4pm - 6pm 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help (Ardsley): 
8pm - 9pm 

Candle Dedications for the Week: 

St. Matthew Tabernacle Candle: 
In Memory of Bruce Michna 

req. by Barbara & Thom McCabe 

Blessed Mother Candle: 
In Memory of  Dave Treacy 

req. by The Usher Family 

Circle of Love Prayer Group meets 

the 1st & 2nd Monday of the month to 

say the scripture rosary at the 

Atria Senior Living Residence at 1017 

Saw Mill River Rd at 7:30pm. All are invited to 

come share in God's love.  

Questions or prayer requests call Lourdes 914-693-

2959. 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church 

Prayer Group will not be meeting in 

the month of December.  

THE ROSARY: The Rosary will be recited after 
the 8:00am Mass at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Church in Ardsley on the FIRST 
SATURDAY of each month.  Everyone is 

welcome to attend. 

COFFEE HOUR: The St. Stanislaus Kostka coffee hour 

takes place every Sunday after the 

9:00am Family Mass. They meet in the 

basement of the rectory. All parishioners 

are welcome. 

CYO BASKETBALL NEWS: 

A crushing loss on Saturday gave way to a 
stirring overtime win on Sunday for the St. 
Matthew/OLPH 7th grade C-division boys, 
who played a home-and-home series 

against St. Gregory’s of Harrison. Let’s forget about 
Saturday, when the planets were not quite aligned 
correctly for the Crusaders, and skip right to Sunday.  Led 
by the bumptious play of center Wyatt Lecky and gale-
force guard Kevin Dosin, the Crusaders led 36-28 at 
halftime. The home team lost the lead late to a 
resourceful St. Gregory’s, which featured some letter-
perfect shooting from deep that chipped away at the 
Crusaders’ lead. The game culminated in an overtime 
period that began and ended with baskets from Lecky on 
the way to a 62-51 win for the Crusaders, a fitting end to a 
weekend stuffed with basketball.  

tel:914-693-2959
tel:914-693-2959


DONATIONS OF CHRISTMAS TOYS  
DUE TODAY, SUNDAY DECEMBER 11th 

In EACH CHURCH you will find a CHRISTMAS TOY 
DONATION BOX in the back of the church.  We will be 

collecting toys for children of all ages as well as new winter clothing 
for adults & children (sweat shirts, socks, hats, gloves, scarves, etc. 
in all sizes). If you would like to help the less fortunate in our area, 
please purchase a new gift and return it to the box unwrapped.  All 
toys/gifts must be returned UNWRAPPED TODAY, Sunday, December 11th.  

CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS once again we will be collecting toiletries for the 

homeless which will be distributed by Midnight Run.  Children, with the help 
of their parents, are encouraged to prepare a "Jesus Stocking". To make a 
“Jesus Stocking”, take a pair of warm socks and fill them with toiletry items 
such as toothbrush, toothpaste, comb, soap, tissues, small sized deodorant, 
etc.  The Stuffed Socks will be collected at the Christmas Pageant Masses on 
Sunday, December 18th at both churches.  

CHRISTMAS/OPLATKI BREAD 

The breaking of the Christmas 
wafer is a custom that began in 
Poland in the 10th century and is 
practiced by people of Polish 
ancestry around the world. It is 
considered the most ancient and 
beloved of Polish traditions. The 
Christmas wafer symbolizes the 
unity of the family, which many 

consider to be the main pillar of society. According 
to beliefs, the bond of unity should exist between 
family members. The father is seen as the link in the 
unbroken chain of One Body, One Bread, One Christ, 
and One Church, while other family members join 
him in this eternal procession. The wafer also 
symbolizes forgiveness and reconciliation.  

The Christmas/Oplatki Bread can be found on the 
tables in the back of the churches. A donation of 
$2.00 per packet is appreciated.   

If you wish to have your bread blessed, please see a 
Priest after a Mass. 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER ENVELOPES & 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING ENVELOPES 

 

If you would like to make a donation 
towards the Christmas Flowers in memory 
of a loved one, please use the Christmas 
Flower Envelope that you can find in your 
monthly envelope packet.  There are also 
extra Christmas Flower Envelopes on the  
tables in the rear of the churches. 

The Christmas Flower Envelope and the 
Christmas Offering Envelope can be 
dropped into any collection on any 
weekend. 



 

                        RELIGIOUS EDUCATION                                                                    
                            CLASS  SCHEDULE: 

 
Tuesday, December 13 from 3:30pm - 5:00pm 

Wednesday, December 14 from 3:00pm - 4:30pm 
Wednesday, December 14 from 7:00pm - 8:30pm 
Sunday, December 18 from 10:00am - 11:15am 

Christmas Pageants 

 

 

 

 

 

Will be held on Sunday, December 18th 

St. Matthews, Hastings On Hudson at 9:00am 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Ardsley at 10:30am 

CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY 

We are looking for volunteers for a prison 
ministry in our parish.  If we have enough, 

Fr. Paul Tolve, the Chaplin at Westchester County Jail, 
will come to speak to us.  In the meantime, we cannot 
collect winter clothes but we can still collect paper back 
editions of the New American Bible in English or 
Spanish.  If you wish to make a donation toward 
purchasing bibles,  you may place it in an envelope mark 
it “prison bibles” and drop it in any collection.  You do 
not have to visit the prison to do ministry to prisoners. 

If you are interested in this ministry, please contact 
Father Henry. 

Hastings on Hudson  Ardsley 

Children’s Christmas Pageant & Family Mass 

9:00am  10:30am 

Reconciliation Monday, December 19th 

4:00 to 6:00pm 8:00 to 9:00pm 

Christmas Eve 

4:30pm  6:00pm 

8:00pm  10:00pm 

Christmas Day 

10:00am   8:30am 

12:00 noon   10:30am 

New Year’s Day 

10:00am  8:30am 

12:00 noon  10:30am 

 

Christmas Mass 

          Schedule 

THANK YOU 

A special thank you to Nicholas Marchi who 

constructed a new Crèche for the Manger 

Scene which is placed  at the VFW Park on 

Warburton Avenue in Hastings on Hudson.  

Nicholas constructed the new crèche as part 

of his Eagle Scout project.  
63rd Annual U.S. National Pilgrimage to Lourdes 

June 22 - July 1, 2017 
Serving the Sick and Pilgrims with Special Needs 

Fr. Joseph Allen, O.P. invites you to join him on the 63rd US 
National Pilgrimage to Lourdes. Accompanied by a medical 
staff, clergy and volunteers to assist the needs of the pilgrims.  
For details, contact Fr. Joseph Allan, O.P., email: 
Joseph.Allan@opeast.org or The Lourdes Pilgrimage Office: toll 
free: 1-800-276-7279.  website: www.lourdes-pilgrimage.com 

 




