
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF 

SAINT MATTHEW & OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 

The Week of  October 29, 2017 -  Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 28    REQUESTED BY: 
5:00 pm (A)  The Harkin Family    Harkin Family    

5:00 pm (H)  Genevieve & Frank Tarant   Daughter Gene    

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 29 

8:30 am (A)   
8:00 am (H)  Eleanor Quarticcio    The Richardson Family 
9:00 am (H)  Sophie & William Washienko  Warren  & Bruce 
10:30 am (A)  Jovita Fernandez    Arlene Reden 

12 Noon (H)  Stephan Kulikovskiy    The Rae Family 

MONDAY,  OCTOBER 30 
8:00 am (A)  Clara Heinzel    Eleanor Rice 

9:00 am (H)  The Harkin Family    Harkin Family 

TUESDAY               OCTOBER 31    
8:00 am (A)  The Harkin Family    Harkin Family 

9:00 am (H)       

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1 
8:00 am (A)   

9:00 am (H)  Mikey Wynne    Nora Wynne 

THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER 2 
8:00 am (A)  Nicola Giliberto    Serafina Giliberto  

9:00 am (H)   

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER 3 
8:00 am (A)  

9:00 am (H)   

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER 4 
8:00 am (A)  Alfonso & Maria Marine   Angela Pavone 
9:00 am (H)   
5:00 pm (A)  Poor Souls     Ybay Family 

5:00 pm (H)  William Bates    Teri DeSouza 

SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER 5 

8:30 am (A)  Jovita Fernandez    Lorraine Easty 
8:00 am (H)  Fr. James Smyth    Pete & Betsy 
9:00 am (H)  Robert Siconolfi    Emerald & James Mandracchia 
10:30 am (A)  Circle of Love Prayer Group   Lourdes Blanco 

12 Noon (H)  Antonio Questo    Teri DeSouza 

     
Key: (A) = Ardsley (H) = Hastings      

If you would like to bring the gifts up 

during the offertory procession,  

please see an Usher before Mass begins. 



 

First Reading: Exodus 22:20-26 

This passage from the book of Exodus enjoins all to adhere to specific religious and social laws. It urges all to 
act with justice and compassion towards others. 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:5c-10 

Paul praises the Thessalonians for receiving the word of God so eagerly and totally. Word of their 
faithfulness has spread throughout Macedonia and Greece; they have become a model for all Christians. 

Gospel: Matthew 22:34-40 

Matthew recounts the incident in which a lawyer, seeking to entrap Jesus, asks, “Teacher, which 
commandment of the law is the greatest?” With simplicity and authority, Jesus responds that the first 
commandment is to love God with one’s entire being; the second is to love one’s neighbor as oneself. 

OCTOBER 29, 2017:  THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS 
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly 
 
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 29, 2017 
 
“Thus says the Lord: ‘You shall not molest or oppress the alien, for you were once alien yourselves 
in the land of Egypt. You shall not wrong any widow or orphan. If ever you wrong them and they cry 
out to me, I will surely hear their cry… If he cries out to me, I will hear him, for I am compassionate.” 
 
From the earliest pages of the bible, concern for aliens, widows and orphans were a priority. In the Acts of 
the Apostles, the life of the first Christians, the same vulnerable persons were addressed, leading to the 
vocation of the first deacons. 
 
Today we seem to overlook the helplessness of refugees, those fleeing war, poverty and famine. How many 
persons have been forced to leave home, family in search of freedom and humane conditions.  Unfortunately 
they seem only to be a statistic. People do not want to leave their land and their family to live in camps with 
oppressive heat, little food and unhealthy conditions. They are forced to do so fleeing cartels and gangs. In 
the United States years ago, they were called DP’s, and displaced persons were looking for a welcome and 
harbor was given to them. As we read the book of Moses today, take a moment to consider the plight of 
those who are calling out to us. They are the very ones the Lord will listen to, and we are the ones called by 
Him to answer. 

 



Please keep in your prayers 
the ill of our parish 
especially: Peter Rasulo, 
Mary Michna,  John Kelly, 
Kristin Harkin, Juliana Ramirez,   
Mary Ann Braig, Brian Dahill, 

Dee Bronk & George Frieary 

And for those who have died marked by 

the sign of faith, especially:  

 

If you know of any parishioners who are ill and 
would like to be visited by a priest, please contact 
the rectory at 914-478-2822.  Names will be left on 
the sick list for 4 weeks.  Please feel free to call 
the rectory to add names of immediate family 
members at any time. 

We are very grateful to 
those in the military who 
have dedicated themselves 
to protect our liberty and 

freedom.   Please keep our troops in your prayers, 
especially: Brian Dunne-Navy, Christopher Gaulin-
Army, George Moore-Navy, Nicholas Sestito-
Marine, Donald Wemer Jr. - Marine, Michael 
Germain-Navy, Brandon King - Army, Michael 
Parton-Navy. 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS - Thank You! 

ST. MATTHEW & OLPH                  2017                   2016     
Collection                                       $5,756              $7,155 
Mission Sunday                             $2,196              $2,197 

Thank you for your generous contributions. 

Second Collection next weekend is for Repairs & 
Maintenance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAVE YOU SIGNED UP FOR  
ELECTRONIC GIVING? 

It’s Fast, It’s Easy, It’s SAFE & It’s FREE! 

www.parishgiving.org 
It’s Simple to Sign Up: Log on the parish website: 
www.stmolph.com  and click on the Parish Giving Logo 
and follow the easy step by step registration 
instructions.  
It’s Secure: Parish Giving is PCI compliant and uses the 
strongest SSL encryption technology available. 
It’s Convenient: No more searching for the check book 
or stops at the ATM. You can pick the day of the month 
for the recurring contributions to be processed.  

Contact Christine at 914-478-2822 or by email: 
office@stmolph.com if you have any questions. 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Church Prayer Group will meet 
on the 4th Monday of the 
month at 7:30pm at OLPH 
Church.  All are invited to come 

share in God's love. Please call Lourdes 914-693-
2959 for more information or for prayer requests.  
Circle of Love Prayer Group will meet on the 3rd & 
4th Mondays at OLPH church at 7:30pm. 
Recitation of The Rosary:  St. Matthew’s on the 1st 
Saturday of each month following the 9:00 am Mass. 

Have you skipped over important 

aspects of our Catholic Faith?  

Would you like to meet with our RCIA 
team to prepare for your sacraments? 

Call Maureen at 914-478-2062 for more 
information. 

St. Stanislaus Kostka Society will be 
having their Coffee Hour on Sundays, 
following the 9:00am Mass in the Rectory 
meeting room. All are welcome to attend. 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS next Sunday morning. Don’t forget to FALL BACK on Saturday night, November 4th. 

mailto:office@stmolph.com
tel:914-693-2959
tel:914-693-2959


CLASSES WILL BE HELD ON: 
Wednesday, November 1st (see note) 

& Sunday, November 5th 

All Religious Education Communications will be going through 
FLOCKNOTE. If you have not yet signed up, please visit: 

www.flocknote.com/stmolph or TEXT: STMOLPH to 84576 

 
        ALL SAINTS DAY 

      A Holy Day of Obligation 

               Wednesday, November 1 
 

Mass Schedule: 

OLPH - Ardsley 
8:00 am & 7:00 pm 

St. Matthew - Hastings on Hudson 

9:00 am & 8:00 pm 

FAITH TESTIMONIALS 

Last weekend parishioners of St. Matthew/OLPH begin making brief 
addresses after communion to our congregations about the role of our 
Catholic faith in our lives. (The first presenters were Lourdes Blanco at OLPH 
and Jim Cullen at St. Matthew. See Jim’s remarks on page 5.) These remarks 
are meant to prompt reflection and conversation in our community, and all 
members of the parish may volunteer to deliver them. If you are interested 
in sharing your story, please contact Carolyn: 
E-mail carolynpagani@yahoo.com 

On October 13, 1917, the day of the 
promised miracle in Fatima, about 
70,000 people thronged the roads.  The 
rain fell in torrents.  At the apparition 
site, the people knelt and prayed the 
rosary.  When the Blessed Mother 
appeared, she told Lucia that she 
wanted a chapel to be built there in her 
honor.  She told the children who she is 
saying, “I am the Lady of the Rosary.”  
She told them to pray the rosary every 
day. She also said that the war was 
going to end, and the soldiers would 
soon return to their homes.  Looking 
very said, Our Lady said, “Do not offend 
the Lord our God any more, because He 
is already so much offended.” 

After Our Lady disappeared, the 
children beheld St. Joseph with the 
Child Jesus and Our Lady robed In white 
with a blue mantle.  St. Joseph and the 
Child Jesus appeared to bless the world, 
for they  traced the sign of the cross 
with their hands. When this apparition 
disappeared, the children saw Our Lord 
and Our Lady of Sorrows.  Our Lord 
appeared to bless the world in the same 
manner as St. Joseph had done. This 
apparition vanished, and then Our Lady 
appeared again this time as Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel. 

Next month we will learn about the 
Miracle of the Sun which also took place 
on October 3.  November 4th is the next 
First Saturday.  Please join us at OLPH 
for the 8:00am Mass followed by the 
Rosary. 

NOTE: Students attending the WEDNESDAY NIGHT program will 

attend the 7:00 pm Mass on November 1st for All Saints Day at Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Church in Ardsley. Do not come to OLPH 
School. Students should sit with their class and teachers will take 
attendance.  

UPDATE ON  FR. MONAGHAN 
 

Fr. Monaghan is recovering from his 
surgery.  In light of his recovery, he 

has decided to give up his ministry at 
our parish.  However, he has 

accepted an invitation to return and 
celebrate a mass on Sunday, 

November 19
th

, at 8:30 AM, at Our 

Lady of Perpetual Help Church. 

ALL SOULS’ DAY, also known as the 
Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed, 
will be observed on Thursday, Nov. 2. On this 
day, we remember all the souls in Purgatory 
and offer Mass for our beloved dead. In your 
envelope packet, you will see a special insert 
for ALL SOULS’ DAY to enroll the names of your 
family and friends. Additional envelopes are at the back of the church.  



Choosing Catholicism 

By Jim Cullen 

 

We live in a culture whose very premise is choice. We cherish the right to choose where we live, where we work, 
whom we marry. Some of us go further and insist on our right to choose our gender identity, our sexual identity, even 
our racial or ethnic identity. We order venti macchiatos with soy milk and a shot of decaf expresso.  Make that a 
double shot of decaf expresso. No—one regular shot and one decaf shot. To go. 

Of course, matters aren’t always quite that simple. The right to express a preference doesn’t necessarily mean we 
actually have the power to get what we want. There are all kinds of considerations that affect where we end up living. 
Where we work is a function of who hires us, who fires us, and what jobs actually exist at any given time. It takes two 
to marry, and the other party gets a vote, too. In fact, the complexities and ambiguities which surround our treasured 
right to choose as often as not results in anxiety, disappointment or frustration. And I’m not even getting into the fact 
that we’re often ambivalent or conflicted about what we want. 

I, like many of you, am what’s called a cradle Catholic. I was baptized into the church as an infant without my 
knowledge or consent. For years afterward, I was dragged to Mass and blithely deprived of my right to vote by parents 
who not only failed to consult me, but routinely ignored my complaints and pleas to escape that weekly fate. 
Catholicism had its compensations, of course. Christmas presents and Easter baskets. Surprisingly large cash payments 
for my Communion and Confirmation. Some of those Christmas carols were all right, I guess. But when I left home I left 
the church. 

I went to a university in Massachusetts founded by Unitarian Universalists in the mid-19th century. For those of you 
who don’t know, Unitarian Universalists are what might be termed the far left wing of Christianity—in fact, some 
members of that denomination, which includes witches, deny that the Unitarian Universalist Church is Christian at all. 
Actually, to a great extent our very identity of Americans reflects the Protestant values of our Founders, many of 
whom were religious dissidents not only from Roman Catholicism but even the Church of England (known to us today 
as the Episcopalian Church) that had been founded as an alternative to Rome. The right to choose, which began as a 
religious imperative, became an increasingly secular one. Which is kind of how we ended up with venti macchiatos 
with soy milk and a shot of decaf expresso. Anyway, when I went off to college I started attending Unitarian 
Universalist services. Until I didn’t.  

I began going to Mass again when I was in graduate school. This commitment was also sustained by my becoming a 
father of four whom I had pledged at the time of my marriage to raise as Catholics. Now I was the one arranging the 
baptisms without my kids’ consent, and forcing them to attend CCD classes up the street after the 9 am Mass. (This 
involved protracted negotiations with my Protestant soccer coach wife, who has tolerated her husband’s foibles and 
honored his wishes.) They’ve all made their sacraments and are adults in the eyes of the church, so now, as part of the 
terms of our deal, exercise their freedom of choice to sleep late on Sunday mornings. Recent sociological research 
indicates that one of the most important indicators of religious observance by adults is paternal influence (probably, in 
part, because dads are less likely to be faithful in this regard than moms are).  So I’m resorting to the last refuge of the 
would-be non-scoundrel: the power of example.  

In short, as time has passed, I’ve find myself appreciating that I had an identity that I had not chosen, one whose tidal 
power pulls me in ways I can’t entirely understand or control. (You know the saying: you can take the girl out of 
Catholicism, but you can’t take Catholicism out of the girl.) But the gift of my faith is not simply something I honor 
passively. It is something I viewed as a resource in its own right, whether it was the beauty of those Christmas Carols, 
or the standards that have guided my actions in my marriage, or the solace I found when grappling with the death of 
my best friend. It’s something that grounds me when confronted with sometimes bewildering situations at my job, and 
challenges me to be my best self when there are temptations to indulge resentment. That’s why I’ve started wearing 
the cross pin my son gave me on Father’s Day when I go to work: as a source of strength, and as a standard of 
accountability. 

I’m a Catholic, because it’s just something you do. Thank God for that. 

FAITH TESTIMONIALS 




