THE PARISH OF SAINT MATTHEW / ST. STANISLAUS KOSTKA / OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP

December 27, 2015—The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

SAINT MATTHEW

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26
5:00 pm
Helen & John Wargo (decd)
req. by Daughter Mildred Hufnagel

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26
5:00 pm
Sal Campoli (decd)
req. by Dora Campoli

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27
8:00 am
Helen Syso (decd)
req. by N. Maleska & J. Galayda
9:00 am
Gregory Fernan (liv)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27
8:30 am
Special Intentions for Bonnie Taylor
10:30 am
Margaret & Rocco Corasiniti (decd)
req by Carolyn & Frank Pagani

req. by Fr. Fernan

12:00 pm

Decd Members of Halloran and
Fitzgerald Family
req. by Anne Marie Vignola

MONDAY, DECEMBER 28
6:45 am
Patrick & Mary Ryan (decd)
req. by Kathleen & Patricia Ryan
9:00 am
Patrick & Mary Ryan (decd)
req. by Kathleen & Patricia Ryan
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29
6:45 am
Angela Sigona (decd)
req. by The Thomas Family
9:00 am
For the Parishioners of St. Matthew
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30
6:45 am
Zenajda Rudnicki (decd)
req. by G. & T. Febles & Family
9:00 am
Special Intention for Juliette Fernan
req. by Fr. Fernan
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31
6:45 am
John Condon (decd)
req. by Gina Mastrangelo
9:00 am
For the Parishioners of St. Matthew
FRIDAY, JANUARY 1, 2016 - New Year’s Day
10:00 am
John Chinnery (decd)
req. by Ann Marie
12:00 pm
Rosemary McGinn Khelifa (decd)
req. by Murphy & Ribeiro Family
SATURDAY, JANUARY 2
9:00 am
Gail Winn (decd)
req. by Bannon & DeSouza Family
5:00 pm
Jerry Crawford (decd)
req by McNerney Family
SUNDAY, JANUARY 3
8:00 am
Lucy Hudd (decd)
req. by Usher Family
9:00 am
Ana Soto (decd)
req. by Conway Family
12:00 pm
Pamela DiRienzo (decd)
req. by Casparriello Family

MONDAY, DECEMBER 28
8:00 am
Special Intentions for Kay LaBella
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29
8:00 am
For the Parishioners of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30
8:00 am
Special Intentions for Bonnie Taylor
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31
8:00 am
FRIDAY, JANUARY 1, 2016 - New Year’s Day
8:30 am
Special Intentions for Bonnie Taylor
10:30 am
Edward Brown (decd)
req. by Fister Family
SATURDAY, JANUARY 2
8:00 am
For the Parishioners of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
5:00 pm
John & Catherine Shean Downey & Fam.
req. by Marie Downey Agnano
SUNDAY, JANUARY 3
8:30 am
Special Intentions for Bonnie Taylor
10:30 am
Rose Pruett (decd)
req. by Carolyn & Frank Pagani

DECEMBER 27, 2015 - THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH
First Reading: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
Sirach emphasizes the importance of honoring one’s parents. He explains that spiritual riches will come to those who
are kind to their mother and father.
Second Reading: Colossians 3:12-21
Paul advises us to treat each other with kindness and mercy and to forgive as God forgives us. His words remind
families to always love and respect one another and let Christ’s peace reign in their hearts and in their homes.
Gospel: Luke 2:41-52
When Jesus was twelve years old, the Holy Family traveled to Jerusalem to celebrate the feast. Jesus did not return
with the company. Instead, he stayed in Jerusalem, sitting among the teachers while amazing them with his
understanding and questions. When found by his concerned parents, Jesus reminded them that he must be in the
house of his Father. Returning together, Mary kept these things in her heart.

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS - Thank You!
SAINT MATTHEW
2015
December 20...…………………....…..…

2014

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 2015
December 20……..……………….……....

2014

The collection report is unavailable due to an early
press deadline.

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS - HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph: December 27, 2015
“Not finding him, they returned to Jerusalem in search of him. On the third day they came upon him in the
temple sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. All who heard him
were amazed at his intelligence and his answers. ‘Why did you search for me? Did you not know I had to be in
my Father’s house?’ But they did not grasp what he meant….His mother kept all these things in her memory.”
How appropriate that today’s celebration follows so closely on the Bethlehem event of Christmas. We jump from the
stable to the temple, twelve years, in just a few days. We will return to Bethlehem, but first we reflect on this search and
rescue.
Anxious parents, seeking a lost child, for three days. Where can He be? At last in a second home, the temple, and in
conversation with teachers in His Father’s house. A harried mother’s question and a clear concise answer ‘did you not
know that I had to be?’
As parents we too worry about our children, where ever they are on their journey of growth. We try to feed, clothe and
teach them well. By word and example, we bring them closer to the Lord.
As disciples, we too search for the Christ. We encounter Him at worship, where we offer prayer and praise. We
encounter Him in the words of the bible. I might even decide to join a bible group, as well as read the scriptures at
home alone or with my family. We encounter Him in our community of faith. It is not just me at mass or prayer, it is my
‘Holy Family’ where I share the values of the gospel in a challenging world. The picture of our families might be quite
distinct. A single parent, an elderly couple, a widow or widower, a single person or extended family of relatives and
friends. We are family through our baptism and faith. May we look to the family which settled in Nazareth as a model,
with trials and tribulations, challenges, hurts and sorrow, but centered on the Person of Christ.

NEW YEAR’S DAY MASS SCHEDULE
Friday, January 1, 2016 : New Year’s Day
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Ardsley:
8:30 am & 10:30 am
St. Matthew, Hastings-On-Hudson:
10:00 am & 12:00 Noon

Please keep in your prayers the ill of our parish
especially: Peter Rasulo, Christopher Liva,
Richard Dosin Sr., John Evans,
Susan Sullivan Manuele, Julia Rae,
Mary Michna, Richard Ryan Sr.,
Paula
Piluso,
John
Trevor
Dabenigno,
Luisa
Lopez,
Rosemary Distelhurst, Kay LaBella,
Bonnie Taylor, & John Kelly.
And for those who have died marked by the sign
of faith, especially:
If you know of any parishioners who are ill and would like
to be visited by a priest, please contact the rectory at 914478-2822.
Names will be left on the sick list for 4 weeks. Please feel
free to call the rectory to add names of immediate family
members at any time.

The Mass Book for 2016 is open through
March 18th. If you would like to reserve a
Mass in memory of a loved one, please
contact the church office at 914-478-2822.

Lectors Workbooks for 2016 are
available and can be picked up in
the Sacristy.
ST.
STANISLAUS
KOSTKA
COFFEE HOUR takes place every
Sunday after the 9:00 AM Family
Mass. The St. Stanislaus Kostka
Society
welcomes
all
parishioners to join them.

The Church of Mercy:
A Do It Yourself at Home Retreat!

CHRISTMAS FLOWER ENVELOPES &
CHRISTMAS OFFERING ENVELOPES
If you would like to make a donation
towards the Christmas Flowers in memory
of a loved one, please use the Christmas
Flower Envelope that you can find in your
monthly envelope packet. There are also
extra Christmas Flower Envelopes on the
tables in the rear of the churches.
The Christmas Flower Envelope and the
Christmas Offering Envelope can be
dropped into any collection on any
weekend.

Please note: We WILL NOT be using the
solid green Christmas Mass Remembrance
Envelopes.

In ten minutes a day, discover the Mercy of
God the Father, by pondering Pope Francis’
book, The Church of Mercy. Meet other
women and men who are reading and
praying during these six weeks. With Sr.
Cora reflect on the simple but profound
ways God reveals His Mercy in our lives. Share what
you’ve pondered in a small group with other women and
men.
The Day Sessions start on Wednesdays January 6 through
February 10, from 10:00-11:30 AM in the Lower Rectory
of Immaculate Conception and Assumption of Our Lady
Parish.
The Evening Sessions start on Thursdays beginning
January 7 through February 11, from 7:00-8:30 pm in the
Lower Rectory of Immaculate Conception and
Assumption of Our Lady Parish, Tuckahoe, New York.
$10 is the cost of the book, The Church of Mercy.
Checks payable to Immaculate Conception: Attention Sr.
Cora or feel free to purchase it online.
To reserve your seat call (914) 961-3643 by Monday,
January 5, 2016.

1.

What is the Year of Mercy?

The Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy is a remarkable occasion during which the entire Catholic
Church, under the humble leadership of Pope Francis, opens wide the doors to the saving mercy of
Christ. The Year of Mercy is celebrated from December 8th, 2015—the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception and the 50th anniversary of the closing of Vatican II— to the Solemnity of Christ the King on
November 20, 2016.
During this special period of time in the Church, Pope Francis calls all Catholics to be profound witnesses to
mercy and to "find the joy rediscovering and rendering fruitful God's mercy, with which we are all called to
give comfort to every man and every woman of our time." To learn more, visit the Vatican's official Year of
Mercy website, or read a summary of the Papal Bull in which the Holy Father announced the Extraordinary
Jubilee Year.

2.

What is a Jubilee Year?

In the year 1300, Pope Boniface XIII called the very first Jubilee. Drawing from early Christian and
Jewish traditions and understandings of Jubilee, the Jubilee was celebrated as a special time of joy
and pardon. It is a year that emphasizes the Sacrament of Reconciliation, a sacrament vital for the
forgiveness of sins. The special graces that we can receive this Jubilee are the same ones the faithful could
receive over 700 years ago. Read more about the history of a Holy Year.

3.

Has this ever happened before?

Jubilee years have traditionally been called every 25 to 50 years. The most recent one was called by
Pope St. John Paul II in the year 2000. Throughout Church history there have been 26 ordinary Jubilees and only 3 extraordinary Jubilees. Pope Francis has specifically titled this year's Extraordinary Jubilee as
the Year of Mercy. Although past Jubilees have not been designated as the Year of Mercy, all Jubilees place
emphasis on pardoning and forgiving others—an important facet of mercy.

...TO BE CONTINUTED IN NEXT WEEKS BULLETIN

