THE PARISH OF SAINT MATTHEW / ST. STANISLAUS KOSTKA / OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP

January 3, 2016 The Epiphany of the Lord

SAINT MATTHEW
SATURDAY, January 2
5:00 pm
Jerry Crawford (decd)
req. by Mc Nerney Family
SUNDAY, January 3
8:00 am
Lucy Hudd (decd)
req. by Usher Family
9:00 am
Ana Soto (decd)
req. by Conway Family
12:00 pm
Pamela Di Rienzo (decd)
req. by Casparriello Family
MONDAY, January 4
9:00 am
Costanzo Family
req. by Liz Costanzo
TUESDAY, January 5
9:00 am
Margaret (Margie) Quinn (decd)
req. by Anne Schnibbe & Family

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP
SATURDAY, Janurary 2
5:00 pm
John & Catherine Shean Downey
and Family (decd)
req. by Marie Downey Agnano
SUNDAY, January 3
8:30 am
10:30 am
Rose Pruett (decd)
req by Carolyn & Frank Pagani
MONDAY, January 4
8:00 am
Special Intentions for Bonnie Taylor
TUESDAY, January 5
8:00 am
WEDNESDAY, January 6
8:00 am
Special Intentions for Bonnie Taylor

WEDNESDAY, January 6
9:00 am
Elizabeth Keaney (decd)
req. by James Keaney

THURSDAY, January 7
8:00 am

THURSDAY, January 7
9:00 am
Bill Windram (decd)
req. by Aronoff Family

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8
8:00 am
Special Intentions for Bonnie Taylor

FRIDAY, January 8,
9:00 am
Matthew Nehrbauer (decd)
req. by Carol & Joe Carlo

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9
8:00 am
5:00 pm
Raffaele Saccoccio (decd)
reg. by Patsy & Lina Cilurzo

SATURDAY, January 9
9:00 am
Bob Usher (decd)
req. by Usher Family
5:00 pm
Nathaniel Pollock (decd)
req by Daughter Claudia
SUNDAY, January 10
8:00 am
Usher & Duffett Family (decd)
req. by Usher Family
9:00 am
Anna Orlando (decd)
req. by Rose Frusciante
12:00 pm
Delbert W. LeFevre (decd)
req. by Wemer Family

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10
8:30 am
Special Intentions for Bonnie Taylor
10:30 am
Albert Shapiro (decd)
req. by Carolyn & Frank Pagani

JANUARY 3, 2016 - THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6
Isaiah rejoices over the light and glory that will shine upon Jerusalem. He describes how the wealth of
nations will be brought to Jerusalem, and travelers will arrive bearing gifts and praising God.
Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Paul explains to the Ephesians that the Gentiles are now co-heirs with the Jews. Through Jesus, they
became members of the same body. Therefore, they would receive everything God had promised the Jewish
converts if they followed Christ's teachings.
Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12
Astrologers from the east came looking for the newborn king of the Jews, which greatly disturbed King
Herod. Herod wanted to kill Jesus, and asked the astrologers to return and tell him where Jesus was. The
astrologers found Jesus and brought him gifts, but received a message in a dream telling them not to return
to Herod.

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS - Thank You!
SAINT MATTHEW
2015
2014
December 20...…………………....…..$4189
$4677
December 27…………………………….$2801
$4157
Christmas (to date)………..………$16,199 $24,428
Christmas Flowers (to date)……..$2160
$2438
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 2015
2014
December 20...…………………....…..$3858
$3810
December 27…………………………….$3803
$2928
Christmas (to date)………..………$12,038 $16,448
Christmas Flowers (to date)……..$2160
$2438

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS: HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly
The Epiphany of the Lord—January 3, 2016
“All kings shall pay him homage, all nations shall serve him. For he shall rescue the poor man when
he cries out, and the afflicted when he has no one to help him. He shall have pity for the lowly and
the poor; the lives of the poor he shall save.”

We are so familiar with the persons of the scripture today, a devious king, star-gazing pilgrims, a baby and
His mother. We know the gifts, the beckoning star, and the informative dream. We proclaim Jesus as the
savior of all humankind.
As we reflect upon the words of the psalm we discover the mission of the Christ and hear the echo of the
mission of Pope Francis. In his teaching in the Joy of the Gospel and in proclaiming the jubilee year of
mercy, we are caught up with a special concern for those in great need. As the Holy Father and psalmist
speak of the poor, we not only consider the economically downtrodden, but those who are poor because
they lack hope and direction, who are not able to find a place for Christ in their lives.
As the magi went seeking and discovered the One they sought, may we begin this new year with a concern
for those in need and be the source of strength and support for them.

Please keep in your prayers the
ill of our parish especially: Peter
Rasulo, Christopher Liva, Richard
Dosin Sr., John Evans,
Susan
Sullivan Manuele, Julia Rae, Mary
Michna, Richard Ryan Sr., Paula
Piluso, John Trevor Dabenigno, Luisa Lopez,
Rosemary Distelhurst, Kay LaBella, Bonnie Taylor,
& John Kelly.
And for those who have died marked by the sign
of faith, especially:
If you know of any parishioners who are ill and would like
to be visited by a priest, please contact the rectory at 914478-2822.
Names will be left on the sick list for 4 weeks. Please feel
free to call the rectory to add names of immediate family
members at any time.

What is Epiphany / Three Kings’ Day?
Epiphany is an ancient church festival
celebrating the magi's visit to the Christ
Child (Matthew 2:1-12). It is kept on
January 6. Epiphany is also called "Three
Kings" Day" and "Twelfth Day""the latter
name because January 6 is twelve days
after Christmas; the eve of Epiphany is
called "Twelfth Night." It is celebrated mainly in Orthodox,
Catholic, Anglican, and other liturgical churches.
The word epiphany means "manifestation" or "revelation."
Thus, the holiday celebrates the manifestation of Christ to
the Gentiles, represented by the magi (see Simeon's
prophecy in Luke 2:32). For some, Epiphany also
commemorates the baptism of Jesus (Luke 3:21-22) and
His turning water into wine (John 2:1-11)"manifestations
of
Christ's
divinity
to
the
world.
Many traditions surround Epiphany celebrations, which
vary from culture to culture. Customs include the Star
Singers (children dressed as kings and holding up a large
star, singing carols from house to house); collecting
money for charity; and the "plundering" and burning of
Christmas trees. In the French Catholic culture, Epiphany
marks the beginning of Mardi Gras, as "king cakes" are
baked
and
served.
Other traditions include prayers (some offered to
"Caspar," "Melchoir," and "Balthasar," the traditional
names of the magi); the blessing of holy water; the
burning of "blessed" herbs; and the offering of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.

St. Stanislaus Kostka Holy
Rosary Society would like to
thank all who attended our recent
Christmas
luncheon
and
contributed to our collection for
Rosary Hill Nursing Home. We
are happy to report that $400.00
was sent and gratefully received.
Thank you very much to the children
who participated in the Christmas
Pageant at OLPH and donated 78 well
filled "Jesus Stockings".
The
stockings will be delivered to St
Joseph Church in Bronxville to be
donated to Midnight Run.

Thank you very much to all those
who donated toys and clothing to
the Christmas Toy boxes at both
churches.
The toys were
delivered to St. Peter’s Church in
Yonkers to be distributed to those in need in our
community. Special thanks to Paki who delivered
the toys to St. Peter’s Church.
The Mass Book for 2016 is open through
March 18th. If you would like to reserve a
Mass in memory of a loved one, please
contact the church office at 914-478-2822.

Lectors Workbooks for 2016 are
available and can be picked up in
the Sacristy.
ST.
STANISLAUS
KOSTKA
COFFEE HOUR takes place every
Sunday after the 9:00 AM Family
Mass. The St. Stanislaus Kostka
Society
welcomes
all
parishioners to join them.

The Church of Mercy:
A Do It Yourself at Home Retreat!

CHRISTMAS FLOWER ENVELOPES &
CHRISTMAS OFFERING ENVELOPES
If you would like to make a donation
towards the Christmas Flowers in memory
of a loved one, please use the Christmas
Flower Envelope that you can find in your
monthly envelope packet. There are also
extra Christmas Flower Envelopes on the
tables in the rear of the churches.
The Christmas Flower Envelope and the
Christmas Offering Envelope can be
dropped into any collection on any
weekend.

Please note: We WILL NOT be using the
solid green Christmas Mass Remembrance
Envelopes.

In ten minutes a day, discover the Mercy of
God the Father, by pondering Pope Francis’
book, The Church of Mercy. Meet other
women and men who are reading and
praying during these six weeks. With Sr.
Cora reflect on the simple but profound
ways God reveals His Mercy in our lives. Share what
you’ve pondered in a small group with other women and
men.
The Day Sessions start on Wednesdays January 6 through
February 10, from 10:00-11:30 AM in the Lower Rectory
of Immaculate Conception and Assumption of Our Lady
Parish.
The Evening Sessions start on Thursdays beginning
January 7 through February 11, from 7:00-8:30 pm in the
Lower Rectory of Immaculate Conception and
Assumption of Our Lady Parish, Tuckahoe, New York.
$10 is the cost of the book, The Church of Mercy.
Checks payable to Immaculate Conception: Attention Sr.
Cora or feel free to purchase it online.
To reserve your seat call (914) 961-3643 by Monday,
January 5, 2016.

Mass Schedule Change
Because the parish does not have a parish council yet, the
rescheduling of masses will not happen until after the council is
formed. The council will be asked to analyze and adjust the mass
schedule. However the 6:45 AM daily mass in Hastings has
been cancelled. The last 6:45am Mass was celebrated on
December 31st. The rest of the changes will come around
Easter
.

The 2016 Mass book is open until March 18th.

4.

What are the plenary indulgences associated with the Year of Mercy?
Like all past Jubilees in the Church, the Year of Mercy features a very special plenary indulgence—the complete
remission of all temporal punishment due to sin. In celebration of this Extraordinary Jubilee, Pope Francis is making the
indulgence as widely available as possible.

"To experience and obtain the Indulgence, the faithful are called to make a brief pilgrimage to the Holy Door, open in every
Cathedral or in the churches designated by the Diocesan Bishop, and in the four Papal Basilicas in Rome, as a sign of the deep
desire for true conversion." -Pope Francis
To receive the Jubilee Year indulgence, you must fulfill the usual conditions, and perform the act of indulgence: passing through a
designated Holy Door during the extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy, or performing one of the Corporal or Spiritual Works of
Mercy.

5.










What can I do to make the most of the Year of Mercy?
The particular ways one can celebrate this Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy are up to one's own discernment. To that
end, we've prepared a helpful (but not comprehensive) list of ideas to get you started!

Go to Confession regularly — monthly or even weekly.
Forgive those who are in need of your mercy.
Fulfill the conditions for plenary indulgences and consider offering those indulgences for the Holy Souls in Purgatory.
Go on a pilgrimage.
Practice the corporal and spiritual works of mercy every day.
Place the Divine Mercy Image in a prominent place in your home and venerate it daily.
Pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy daily, imploring mercy "on us, and on the whole world."
Make the Stations of the Cross regularly, especially at 3 p.m., the Hour of Great Mercy.
Pray Pope Francis's Year of Mercy Prayer.

...TO BE CONTINUTED IN NEXT WEEKS BULLETIN

