THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF
SAINT MATTHEW & OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP
The Week of November 27, 2016 - First Sunday of Advent
SATURDAY,
5:00 pm (A)
5:00 pm (H)

NOVEMBER 26
Sal Campoli
Reynaldo C. Balatbat

SUNDAY,
8:00 am (H)
8:30 am (A)
9:00 am (H)
10:30 am (A)
12:00 pm (H)

NOVEMBER 27
Peter Frankevich
Sister Jane Frances Smith
John Monaco
Carol Ann Kealy
Elizabeth Kiddon

MONDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

NOVEMBER 28
The McCarthy Family

TUESDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

NOVEMBER 29

WEDNESDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

NOVEMBER 30
The Sheehan Family

THURSDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

DECEMBER 1
Sp. Intentions Johnson Family
David A. Utchel

FRIDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

DECEMBER 2

SATURDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)
5:00 pm (A)
5:00 pm (H)

DECEMBER 3
Troadio Ybay

SUNDAY,
8:00 am (H)
8:30 am (A)
9:00 am (H)
10:30 am (A)
12:00 pm (H)

DECEMBER 4
Charles Murray

Key: (A) = Ardsley

(H) = Hastings

First Sunday of Advent
Sunday
Is 2:1-5; Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44
Monday

Is 4:2-6; Mt 8:5-11
Tuesday
Is 11:1-10; Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday
Rom 10:9-18; Mt 4:18-22
Thursday
Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21, 24-27
First Friday
Is 29:17-24; Mt 9:27-31
First Saturday
Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS - Thank You!

Sp. Intentions Johnson Family
Sp. Intentions Dr. Andre Outon

Rachael De Benedetto
Ruth Jody
Florence Questo

ST. MATTHEW & OLPH
2016
2015
Collection amounts unavailable due to early
press deadline for Thanksgiving.
Next Weekends Second Collection is for
Repairs & Maintenance.

If you would like to bring the gifts up
during the offertory procession,
please see an
Usher before Mass begins.

NOVEMBER 27, 2016: FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5
The words of Isaiah urge all people to forsake war and to live in peace forever. The tone reaches a climax in
the words, “One nation shall not raise the sword against another, nor shall they train for war again.”
Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14
Paul invites us to put away all the things of darkness and sin and to prepare for the coming of Christ.
Gospel: Matthew 24:37-44
A comparison is made between the destruction caused by the flood in Noah’s time and the need to be
prepared for the second coming of Christ. “You must be prepared in the same way. The Son of Man is
coming at the time you least expect.”

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly
First Sunday of Advent
November 27, 2016
“You know the time in which we are living. It is now the hour for you to wake from sleep, for our
salvation is closer than when we first accepted the faith… Let us cast off the deeds of darkness and
put on the armor of light. Put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for the desires of the
flesh.”
For twenty centuries, faithful Christians have listened to and read Saint Paul’s exhortation. No one can deny
that his inspired word is not true. Because of the long time span though, we may have fallen asleep.
We are encouraged to begin this new period of advent with an eager enthusiasm, seeking ways to discover
the presence of the Christ of history, as well as the Christ who is and is coming. Advent summons us to look
with a new set of eyes at what the coming of Christ means for us in 2016.
He comes in the gift of friends. He comes in the gift of prayer. He comes from those in need who ask us to be
light to overcome their darkness. As daylight grows short, may we be light for others to see that the coming of
the Lord is even more important now than advent 2015. We pray the words of Revelation ‘Come Lord Jesus.’

Please keep in your prayers the
ill of our parish especially:
Peter Rasulo, Christopher Liva,
Richard Dosin Sr., Mary Michna,
Richard Ryan Sr., John Trevor
Dabenigno, John Kelly, Kristin Harkin, Susan
Sullivan Manuele, Ambrosio Maldonado, Aurea
Cabanillas, Rita Stitham Gavin, William
Bates, Guy Trepanier, Louis Cillo.
And for those who have died marked by the sign of
faith, especially:
If you know of any parishioners who are ill and would like to
be visited by a priest, please contact the rectory at 914-4782822. Names will be left on the sick list for 4 weeks. Please
feel free to call the rectory to add names of immediate family
members at any time.

LOOKING AHEAD:
Reconciliation Monday
December 19th
Cardinal Dolan designated Monday, December
19, 2016 as Reconciliation Monday for Lent. All
parishes in the Archdiocese will have priests
available to hear confessions from 4:00 PM 8:00 PM. This includes all the parishes of the
Archdiocese of New York, as well as the
parishes of the Diocese of Brooklyn and the
Diocese of Rockville Center.
Confessions will be held at the following times:

We are very grateful to
those in the military who
have dedicated themselves
to protect our liberty and
freedom. Please keep our
troops in your prayers,
especially: Brian Dunne-Navy, Christopher GaulinArmy, George Moore-Navy, Nicholas Sestito-Marine,
Donald Wemer Jr. - Marine, Michael Germain-Navy,
Brandon King - Army.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church Prayer Group will meet on
the 4th Monday of the month at
7:30pm at OLPH Church.
All are
invited to come share in God's love.
Please call Lourdes 914-693-2959 for more
information or for prayer requests.
COFFEE HOUR: The St. Stanislaus
Kostka coffee hour takes place every
Sunday after the 9:00am Family Mass.
They meet in the basement of the
rectory. All parishioners are welcome.

St. Matthew Church (Hastings):
4pm -6pm
Our Lady of Perpetual Help (Ardsley):
8pm - 9pm
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
CLASS SCHEDULE:
Tuesday, November 29 from 3:30pm - 5:00pm
Wednesday, November 30 from 3:00pm - 4:30pm
Wednesday, November 30 from 7:00pm - 8:30pm
Sunday, December 4 from 10:00am - 11:15am
Circle of Love Prayer Group meets the
1st & 2nd Monday of the month to say
the scripture rosary at the Atria Senior
Living Residence at 1017 Saw Mill River
Rd at 7:30pm. All are invited to come
share in God's love.
Questions or prayer requests call Lourdes 914-693-2959.

THE ROSARY: The Rosary will be
recited after the 8:00am Mass at Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Church in
Ardsley on the FIRST SATURDAY of
each month. Everyone is welcome to
attend.

Candle Dedications for the Week:
St. Matthew Tabernacle Candle:
In Memory of Olga Armento
req. by Phyllis Richter

Register your child for the Christmas Pageant.
St. Matthew Christmas Pageant will be held on Sunday,
December 18th at the 9:00am Mass. Two mandatory
rehearsals: December 4th & 11th, 10am - 11:15am. Both
rehearsals will be held in St. Matthew’s Church.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Christmas Pageant will be
held on Saturday, December 18th at 10:30am. Two
mandatory rehearsals: Wednesday, November 30th and
December 7th from 4:30pm—6:00pm at OLPH School.
If your child would like to participate, please email the
Religious Education Office at: religioused@stmolph.com,
call the rectory, or fill out the info below and return to
the rectory. Deadline to register is Monday, December
5th.
Which Church Pageant: (Circle one):

St. Matthew
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Name: ____________________________ Age: _____
Grade in Religious Education: ____________________

Phone Number: _______________________________

The CHRISTMAS TOY
BOX will once again be
in the back of St.
Matthew’s beginning
this weekend. We will
be collecting toys for
children of all ages as
well as new winter clothing for adults (sweat
shirts, socks, hats, gloves, scarves, etc.). If you
would like to help the less fortunate in our
area, please purchase a new gift and return it
to the box unwrapped. All toys/gifts must be
returned UN-WRAPPED to the box by
Sunday, December 18th.
CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS will once again, be
collected at Our Lady of
Perpetual Help. We are
asking the children to
prepare a “Jesus Stocking”
for the homeless who are
served by Midnight Run.
To
make
a
“Jesus
Stocking”, take a pair of
warm socks and fill them
with such items as
toothpaste, comb, soap,
small sized deodorant, etc. The Stuffed Socks
will then be collected at the Christmas
Pageant Mass on Sunday, December 18th at
10:30am.
All parishioners are invited to participate in
either or both of the collections at either
church location. If you have any questions,
please contact the rectory.

Parent’s Name: _______________________________
Parent Volunteers:
I can help out at rehearsals ________
I can help give out costumes ________
I can help out the morning of the pageant _______

THE WAY
“REFLECTION ON MARY’S EXPECTATIONS OF JESUS”
Presented by Judy Schiavo & Jay Reerie
December 1: 12:30 & 7:30pm
Sacred Heart Church, Dobbs Ferry

CHRISTMAS FLOWER ENVELOPES &
CHRISTMAS OFFERING ENVELOPES
If you would like to make a donation
towards the Christmas Flowers in memory
of a loved one, please use the Christmas
Flower Envelope that you can find in your
monthly envelope packet. There are also
extra Christmas Flower Envelopes on the
tables in the rear of the churches.
The Christmas Flower Envelope and the
Christmas Offering Envelope can be
dropped into any collection on any
weekend.

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTION
In the summer of 1916, the Angel of Peace appeared a
second time to Lucia, Francisco, and Jacinta. “What
are you doing?” He asked. “Pray! Pray a great deal!
The hearts of Jesus and Mary have designs of mercy
for you. Offer up prayers and sacrifices to the Most
High. Make everything you do a sacrifice, and offer it
as an act of reparation for the sins by which He is
offended, and in supplication for the conversion of
sinners. Above all, accept and bear with submission
the sufferings sent you by Our Lord.”
This is good advice for us also. Let us obey the words
of th angel in our lives as well.
Please join fellow parishioners on Saturday, December
3 at Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Ardsley for the
8:00am Mass followed by the rosary and meditations
on the mysteries.

CHRISTMAS BREAD/OPLATKI BREAD
The breaking of the Christmas
wafer is a custom that began in
Poland in the 10th century and is
practiced by people of Polish
ancestry around the world. It is
considered the most ancient and
beloved of Polish traditions. The
Christmas wafer symbolizes the
unity of the family, which many
consider to be the main pillar of society.
According to beliefs, the bond of unity should
exist between family members. The father is seen
as the link in the unbroken chain of One Body,
One Bread, One Christ, and One Church, while
other family members join him in this eternal
procession. The wafer also symbolizes
forgiveness and reconciliation.
The Christmas/Oplatki Bread can be found on the
tables in the back of St. Matthew Church.

A CORPORAL WORK OF MERCY
Fr. Paul Tolve, the Director of Pastoral
Services at the Westchester County
Jail advocates for our imprisoned
brothers and sisters. Fr. Paul needs
New Soft-Covered Catholic Bibles, (The New
American Translation in English or Spanish); he also
needs stamps for inmates to mail out Christmas
Cards. We will also have a winter clothing collection
so that inmates who were imprisoned during the
summer and only have light weight clothing have
warm clothes for their release.
These are some ways that we, as a parish, can link
ourselves to the ministry of serving Christ in those
who are incarcerated. Winter clothes will be
collected in the back of the churches and bibles will
be collected in the front of the churches by the
statue of Our Blessed Mother. Stamps may be
brought to either sacristy or to the rectory in
Hastings.

