THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF
SAINT MATTHEW & OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP
The Week of December 4,2016 - Second Sunday of Advent
SATURDAY,
5:00 pm (A)
5:00 pm (H)

DECEMBER 3
Sp. Intention Johnson Family
Sp. Intention Dr. Andre Outon

SUNDAY,
8:00 am (H)
8:30 am (A)
9:00 am (H)
10:30 am (A)
12:00 pm (H)

DECEMBER 4
Charles Murray

MONDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

DECEMBER 5
Sp. Intention Akhavan Family
Sp. Intention Fioriti Family

TUESDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

DECEMBER 6

WEDNESDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

DECEMBER 7
Sp. Intention Akhavan Family
Special Intention

THURSDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

DECEMBER 8
Sp. Intention Tom McCarthy

FRIDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

DECEMBER 9
Sp. Intention Easty Family
William Di Rocco

SATURDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)
5:00 pm (A)
5:00 pm (H)

DECEMBER 10
Sr. Monica Masterson
Emil Kettenacker
Clara & Stephan Heinzel
Pauline & Edward Illmensee Sr.

SUNDAY,
8:00 am (H)
8:30 am (A)
9:00 am (H)
10:30 am (A)
12:00 pm (H)

DECEMBER 11
Dave Treacy
Mary Kenny
Peter Frankevich
Louise Ciancio
Thomas Brennan

Key: (A) = Ardsley

(H) = Hastings

Rachael De Benedetto
Ruth Jody
Florence Questo

Edward Kearney

If you would like to bring the gifts up
during the offertory procession,
please see an Usher before Mass

Second Sunday of Advent
Sunday
Is 11:1-10; Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12
Monday
Is 35:1-10; Lk 5:17-26
Tuesday
Is 40:1-11; Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday
Is 40:25-31; Mt 11:28-30
Thursday
Gn 3:9-15, 20; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38
Friday
Is 48:17-19; Mt 11:16-19
Saturday
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Mt 17:9a, 10-13

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS - Thank You!
ST. MATTHEW & OLPH
Collection
Attendance

2016
$6,339
488

2015
$7,710
758

This weekends 2nd collection is for Repairs &
Maintenance.
Next Weekends Second Collection is the
Archdiocesan collection for Retired Religious
Candle Dedications for the Week:
St. Matthew Tabernacle Candle:
In Memory of Rachael DeBenedetto
req. by Jim & Eleanor Dalton
Blessed Mother Candle:
In Memory of Mabel Pollock
req. by her daughter, Claudia
Sacred Heart Candle:
In Memory of Donald F. Emery, Jr.
req. by J. & V. Gagliardi
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Tabernacle Candle:
In Memory of Santina Soffiantino
req. by Amelia

DECEMBER 4, 2016: SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10
In this beautiful passage, a messianic prophecy, Isaiah exults in the coming of the Lord, who will bring
justice and peace for all.
Second Reading: Romans 15:4-9
Paul reveals to us the necessity of living in peace and harmony. His words “Accept one another, then, as
Christ accepted you, for the Glory of God” are as needed today as they were in Paul’s own time.
Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12
John the Baptizer prepares the way for Jesus. Clothed in a garment of camel’s hair, he baptizes the
people in the Jordan River, but warns the Pharisees in ringing tones that they must give evidence that
they mean to reform.

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly
Second Sunday of Advent - December 4, 2016
“Not by appearance shall he judge, nor by hearsay shall he decide. But he shall judge the poor with
justice and decide aright for the land’s afflicted. He shall strike the ruthless with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the wicked. Justice shall be the band around his waist,
and faithfulness a belt upon his hips… When John the Baptizer made his appearance as a preacher in
the desert of Judea, this was his theme ‘Reform your lives. The reign of God is at hand.’”
Although the prophet Isaiah offers an image of the ideal king to come, we are able to apply his vision to the
person of John the Baptist and even better to the future Messiah. Jesus, the Prince of Peace and King of
Justice, offers hope to a people in turmoil, at the time of Isaiah, and in our own day.
The theme of John’s preaching seems to fall on deaf ears and hardened hearts. The brief period of advent
invites us to refocus on what is truly important. If the kingdom of God is at hand, what must I do to make it
real in my life? What can I do to build that kingdom now? How often Jesus taught using parables to tell us
what the kingdom of heaven, what the kingdom of God is like. It is found today in our church. Advent
summons us to listen and recognize that the kingdom is here and we are to make it apparent. ‘Come Lord
Jesus.’

Please keep in your prayers the
ill of our parish especially:
Peter Rasulo, Christopher Liva,
Richard Dosin Sr., Mary Michna,
Richard Ryan Sr., John Trevor
Dabenigno, John Kelly, Kristin
Harkin, Susan Sullivan Manuele, Ambrosio
Maldonado, Aurea Cabanillas, Rita Stitham
Gavin, William Bates, Guy Trepanier, Louis
Cillo.
And for those who have died marked by the sign of
faith, especially: Michael F. Dominelli, Sr.
If you know of any parishioners who are ill and would like to
be visited by a priest, please contact the rectory at 914-4782822. Names will be left on the sick list for 4 weeks. Please
feel free to call the rectory to add names of immediate family
members at any time.

We are very grateful to those in
the military who have dedicated
themselves to protect our liberty
and freedom. Please keep our
troops in your prayers, especially: Brian Dunne-Navy,
Christopher Gaulin-Army, George Moore-Navy,
Nicholas Sestito-Marine, Donald Wemer Jr. - Marine,
Michael Germain-Navy, Brandon King - Army.
December 4, 2016

HOLY DAY MASS SCHEDULE
Wednesday, December 7th
VIGIL - Our Lady of Perpetual Help at 7:00pm
Thursday, December 8th
Our Lady of Perpetual Help at 8:00am
St. Matthew Church at 9:00am & 6:00pm

LOOKING AHEAD:
Reconciliation Monday-December 19th

Dear friends in the Lord:
Next weekend, our parishes will take up the annual
archdiocesan collection for the thousands of retired
Catholic sisters and brothers whose hard work, prayers,
and sacrifices helped build our Catholic schools,
hospitals, and charitable agencies. These dedicated
women and men gave—and give—their lives in
extraordinary and exemplary service to the
archdiocese, and now, as they move into their senior
years, we are able to offer them in return our love and
support through this annual collection that helps to
provide for their needs.
Be assured that I am fully aware of the many good
causes which you are asked to support and, at the
same time, that many of us are faced with trying
financial situations at home. As the Christmas season of
generous giving approaches, please do whatever you
can to assist our retired religious.
With prayerful best wishes for a blessed Advent season,
I am,
Faithfully in Christ,
Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan
Archbishop of New York

Cardinal Dolan designated
Monday, December 19,
2016 as Reconciliation
Monday for Lent. All
parishes
in
the
Archdiocese will have priests available to hear
confessions from 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM. This
includes all the parishes of the Archdiocese of
New York, as well as the parishes of the
Diocese of Brooklyn and the Diocese of
Rockville Center.
Confessions will be held at the following times:

St. Matthew Church (Hastings):
4pm - 6pm
Our Lady of Perpetual Help (Ardsley):
8pm - 9pm

DONATIONS OF CHRISTMAS TOYS
In EACH CHURCH you will find a CHRISTMAS TOY
DONATION BOX in the back of the church. We will be
collecting toys for children of all ages as well as new winter clothing
for adults & children (sweat shirts, socks, hats, gloves, scarves, etc.
in all sizes). If you would like to help the less fortunate in our area,
please purchase a new gift and return it to the box unwrapped. All
toys/gifts must be returned UNWRAPPED to the boxes by Sunday,
December 11th.

CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS once again we will be collecting toiletries for the
homeless which will be distributed by Midnight Run. Children, with the help
of their parents, are encouraged to prepare a "Jesus Stocking". To make a
“Jesus Stocking”, take a pair of warm socks and fill them with toiletry items
such as toothbrush, toothpaste, comb, soap, tissues, small sized deodorant,
etc. The Stuffed Socks will be collected at the Christmas Pageant Masses on
Sunday, December 18th at both churches.

CHRISTMAS/OPLATKI BREAD
The breaking of the Christmas
wafer is a custom that began in
Poland in the 10th century and is
practiced by people of Polish
ancestry around the world. It is
considered the most ancient and
beloved of Polish traditions. The
Christmas wafer symbolizes the
unity of the family, which many
consider to be the main pillar of society. According
to beliefs, the bond of unity should exist between
family members. The father is seen as the link in the
unbroken chain of One Body, One Bread, One Christ,
and One Church, while other family members join
him in this eternal procession. The wafer also
symbolizes forgiveness and reconciliation.
The Christmas/Oplatki Bread can be found on the
tables in the back of the churches. A donation of
$2.00 per packet is appreciated.
If you wish to have your bread blessed, please see a
Priest after a Mass.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER ENVELOPES &
CHRISTMAS OFFERING ENVELOPES
If you would like to make a donation
towards the Christmas Flowers in memory
of a loved one, please use the Christmas
Flower Envelope that you can find in your
monthly envelope packet. There are also
extra Christmas Flower Envelopes on the
tables in the rear of the churches.
The Christmas Flower Envelope and the
Christmas Offering Envelope can be
dropped into any collection on any
weekend.

CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY
We are looking for volunteers for a
prison ministry in our parish. If we
have enough,
Fr. Paul Tolve, the Chaplin at
Westchester County Jail, will come to speak to us. In
the meantime, we cannot collect winter clothes but
we can still collect paper back editions of the New
American Bible in English or Spanish. If you wish to
make a donation toward purchasing bibles, you may
place it in an envelope mark it “prison bibles” and
drop it in any collection. You do not have to visit the
prison to do ministry to prisoners.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
CLASS SCHEDULE:
Tuesday, December 6 from 3:30pm - 5:00pm
Wednesday, December 7 from 3:00pm - 4:30pm
Wednesday, December 7 from 7:00pm - 8:30pm
Sunday, December 11 from 10:00am - 11:15am

If you are interested in this ministry, please contact
Father Henry.

COFFEE HOUR: The St. Stanislaus Kostka
coffee hour takes place every Sunday after
the 9:00am Family Mass. They meet in the
basement of the rectory. All parishioners are
welcome.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church Prayer
Group will meet on the 4th Monday of the month
at 7:30pm at OLPH Church.
All are
invited to come share in God's love.

St. Stanislaus Kostka Holy Rosary Society is
holding its annual Christmas luncheon on Sunday,
December 11, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. at Sam's
Restaurant, 126 Main St., Dobbs Ferry, NY. Cost
is $35 per person.
All parishioners are
invited. For reservations, please call Ann Quillen
at 914-478-3264 by Wednesday, December 7th.

In lieu of grab bag gifts, we again will take up a
collection in memory of deceased members to
donate to Rosary Hill Nursing Home.

Please call Lourdes 914-693-2959 for
more information or for prayer requests.
Circle of Love Prayer Group meets the 1st &
2nd Monday of the month to say the
scripture rosary at the Atria Senior Living
Residence at 1017 Saw Mill River Rd at
7:30pm. All are invited to come share in
God's love.
Questions or prayer requests call Lourdes 914-6932959.

THE

ROSARY: The Rosary will be

recited after the 8:00am Mass at Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Church in Ardsley
on the FIRST SATURDAY of each month.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

The Catholic Widows and Widowers Club of Yonkers
will hold its next meeting on Thursday, December 15th
at 1:00pm at St. Ann’s Church in Fr. Anthony Hall; 31
College Avenue, Yonkers. New members are always
welcome. For more information please call 914-4235331

MARYKNOLL SOCIETY presents a
FREE International Christmas Concert
Friday, December 9th at 8:00pm.
Start the evening early at 6:30pm, enjoy sweets from
around the world, international displays, “Meet the
Missioners”, visit the gift shop and museum! After
the concert, more treats and a visit from Santa!
55 Ryder Road • Ossining, NY 10562
MaryknollSociety.org/Concert

