THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF
SAINT MATTHEW & OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP
The Week of December 3, 2017 - First Sunday of Advent
SATURDAY,
5:00 pm (A)
5:00 pm (H)

DECEMBER 2
Patrick & Phillip Mosca
Aida Ramos Marte

REQUESTED BY:
Family
Maureen & Michael Santana

SUNDAY,
8:00 am (H)
8:30 am (A)
9:00 am (H)
10:30 am (A)
12 Noon (H)

DECEMBER 3
Special Intentions
Antonio & Antonietta Manniello
Int. of Harkin Family
Ruth Jody & Sofia Vasquez
Millie Trentacoste

Angela Pavone
Harkin Family
Lourdes Blanco
Teri DeSouza

MONDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

DECEMBER 4
Intention of Harkin Family
William Lombardy

Harkin Family
John & Stella Kelly

TUESDAY
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

DECEMBER 5
Intention of Harkin Family
Poor Souls in Purgatory

Harkin Family
Ribeiro Family

WEDNESDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

DECEMBER 6
Intention of Harkin Family
Rosario & Angela Marino

Harkin Family
Angela Pavone

THURSDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)
7:00 pm (A)

DECEMBER 7
Intention of Harkin Family

Harkin Family

FRIDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)
6:00 pm (H)

DECEMBER 8
Intention of Harkin Family

Harkin Family

SATURDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)
5:00 pm (A)
5:00 pm (H)

DECEMBER 9
Troadio Ybay
Intention of Harkin Family
Sr. Monica
William DiRocco

Ybay Family
Harkin Family
Elaine
His Mom

SUNDAY,
8:00 am (H)
8:30 am (A)
9:00 am (H)
10:30 am (A)
12 Noon (H)

DECEMBER 10
Charles Murray
Int. of Father Monaghan
Millie Trentacoste
Carol Ann Kealy
Florence Jane Questo

Murray Family
Spadaccini Family
Gardiner Family
Kevin Kealy
Jackie & Tony Questo

Key: (A) = Ardsley

(H) = Hastings

If you would like to bring the gifts up during the offertory
procession, please see an Usher before Mass begins.

DECEMBER 3, 2017: FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
First Reading: Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b, 64:2-7
In this straightforward psalm, the people acknowledge their sinful ways, yet plead that their Creator might
reveal himself to them. They ask God to remember, not their sins, but that “We are all the work of your
hands.”
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Paul explains to the Corinthians that they are specially favored by God who has sent his only Son to them.
He reminds us all that it was through God’s grace that we have been called to kinship with Christ.
Gospel: Mark 13:33-37
Just as a servant watching over the master’s house does not know when he will return, we do not know the
hour of the Second Coming. Mark reminds us of the warning from Jesus to always be on guard, for we know
not the day nor the hour.

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly
First Sunday of Advent
December 3, 2017
“Jesus said to His disciples: ‘Be constantly on watch, stay awake. You do not know when the appointed time
will come. It is like a man traveling abroad. He leaves home and places his servants in charge each with his own
task, and he orders the man at the gate to watch with a sharp eye. Look around you.’”
We begin a new season of grace, the wonderful time of preparing the way of the Lord, recalling His coming in history,
His abiding presence among us now, and looking to discover the way He enters our lives. This year we have four full
weeks to live advent.
Like the person in Mark’s gospel, the Lord has entrusted each of us with distinct, yet important tasks. My work is
different from others, and if I fail to do it, it will remain undone. How am I going to begin this time of prayer?
I can make a resolution not to get caught up only with the material things in our consumer oriented society. My prayer
with my family, my reflection on the scriptures, will certainly point me in the right direction. As I consider what I am going
to do, I want to include others, the elderly, the sick and the poor, those alone or lonely, to make their lives better. They
are part of God’s gift for me to take care of.
May the closing words of the Bible become my mantra each day, simply repeating three words prayerfully ‘Come Lord
Jesus.’

Please keep in your prayers
the
ill
of
our
parish
especially: Peter Rasulo,
Mary Michna,
John Kelly,
Kristin Harkin, Juliana Ramirez,
Mary Ann Braig, Brian Dahill,
Dee Bronk, George Frieary, Louis Cillo &
Susan Sullivan Manuel.
And for those who have died marked by the
sign of faith, especially: Glen Quillen
If you know of any parishioners who are ill and would
like to be visited by a priest, please contact the rectory
at 914-478-2822. Names will be left on the sick list for
4 weeks. Please feel free to call the rectory to add
names of immediate family members at any time.

We are very grateful to those
in the military who have
dedicated themselves to
protect our liberty and
freedom.
Please keep our
troops in your prayers, especially: Brian Dunne-Navy,
Christopher Gaulin-Army, George Moore-Navy,
Nicholas Sestito-Marine, Donald Wemer Jr. - Marine,
Michael Germain-Navy, Brandon King - Army,

Candle Dedications

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS - Thank You!

ST. MATTHEW & OLPH
Collection

2017
$6321

2016
$6379

Thank you for your generous contributions.
Christmas Flower & Christmas Collection
envelopes can be dropped into any
collection basket at any time.

CLASSES WILL BE HELD
ON:
Wednesday, December 6th &
Sunday, December 10th
All Religious Education Communications will be
going through FLOCKNOTE. If you have not yet
signed up, please visit:
www.flocknote.com/stmolph or
TEXT: STMOLPH to 84576

Christmas Pageants

St. Matthew Tabernacle Candle
In Memory of Olga Armento
req. by Phyllis Richter
Blessed Mother Candle
In Memory of Mabel Pollock
req. by daughter Claudia
St. Stanislaus Kostka Society will be
having their Coffee Hour on Sundays,
following the 9:00am Mass in the Rectory
meeting room. All are welcome to attend.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church Prayer Group will
meet on the 4th Monday of
the month at 7:30pm at OLPH
Church. All are invited to
come share in God's love. Please call Lourdes 914-6932959 for more information or for prayer requests.
Circle of Love Prayer Group will meet on the 3rd &
4th Mondays at OLPH church at 7:30pm.
Recitation of The Rosary: St. Matthew’s on the 1st
Saturday of each month following the 9:00 am Mass.

Will be held on
Sunday, December 17th
St. Matthews, Hastings On Hudson at 9:00am
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Ardsley at 10:30am
Refreshments will follow the Mass in the basement
of OLPH Church & in the Gym at St. Matthew School
Have you skipped over important aspects
of our Catholic Faith?
Would you like to meet with our RCIA team
to prepare for your sacraments? Call
Maureen at 914-478-2062 for more information.

HOLY DAY MASS SCHEDULE
Thursday, December 7th
VIGIL - Our Lady of Perpetual Help: 7:00pm

Friday, December 8th
Our Lady of Perpetual Help at 8:00am
St. Matthew Church at 9:00am & 6:00pm

Christmas Mass
Schedule
Hastings on Hudson

Reconciliation Monday:
December 18th
Cardinal
Dolan
designated
Monday,
December 18, 2017 as Reconciliation
Monday for Lent. All parishes in the
Archdiocese will have priests available to
hear confessions from 5:00 PM - 9:00
PM. This includes all the parishes of the
Archdiocese of New York, Brooklyn and the
Rockville Center.
Confessions will be held at the following
times:

St. Matthew Church: 5pm - 7pm
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: 8pm-9pm

Ardsley

Children’s Christmas Pageant & Family Mass
Sunday, December 18th
9:00 am

10:30am

Reconciliation Monday, December 18th
5:00 to 7:00 pm

8:00 to 9:00 pm

Christmas Eve
4:30 pm
8:00 pm

6:00 pm
10:00 pm

Christmas Day
10:00 am
12:00 noon

8:30 am
10:30 am

New Year’s Day
9:30 am

10:30 am

Annunciation - Our Lady of Fatima Parish proudly
presents their annual Lessons and Carols Service on
Sunday, December 10th at 2:30pm. The afternoon will
feature the adult and children’s choirs, as well as
members of the St. Francis de Chantal Adult Choir
(Bronx). Admission is Free. All are Welcome!
Please join us for an afternoon of prayer and song to ring
in the advent season.
Annunciation Church
740 Westchester Avenue
Tuckahoe, NY 10707
914-779-7345

DONATIONS OF CHRISTMAS TOYS
In EACH CHURCH you will find a CHRISTMAS TOY DONATION BOX in
the back of the church. We will be collecting toys for children of all
ages as well as new winter clothing for adults & children (sweat
shirts, socks, hats, gloves, scarves, etc. in all sizes). If you would like
to help the less fortunate in our area, please purchase a new gift and
return it to the box unwrapped. All toys/gifts must be returned
UNWRAPPED to the boxes by Sunday, December 17th.
CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS once again we will be collecting toiletries for the
homeless which will be distributed by Midnight Run. Children, with the help
of their parents, are encouraged to prepare a "Jesus Stocking". To make a
“Jesus Stocking”, take a pair of warm socks and fill them with toiletry items
such as toothbrush, toothpaste, comb, soap, tissues, small sized deodorant,
etc. The Stuffed Socks will be collected at the Christmas Pageant Masses on
Sunday, December 17th at both churches.
CHRISTMAS/OPLATKI BREAD
The breaking of the Christmas
wafer is a custom that began in
Poland in the 10th century and is
practiced by people of Polish
ancestry around the world. It is
considered the most ancient and
beloved of Polish traditions. The
Christmas wafer symbolizes the unity of the family,
which many consider to be the main pillar of society.
According to beliefs, the bond of unity should exist
between family members. The father is seen as the
link in the unbroken chain of One Body, One Bread,
One Christ, and One Church, while other family
members join him in this eternal procession. The
wafer also symbolizes forgiveness and reconciliation.
The Christmas/Oplatki Bread can be found on the
tables in the back of the churches. A donation of
$2.00 per packet is appreciated. If you wish to have
your bread blessed, please see a Priest after a Mass.

CELEBRATE ADVENT WITH FORMED

Advent

Through exploration of the mystery of the Incarnation, the Virgin birth, &
the events surrounding the arrival of Jesus, this 5-week Advent study offers
an opportunity to experience the joy of the true meaning of Christmas.

