THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF
SAINT MATTHEW & OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP
The Week of December 17, 2017 - Third Sunday of Advent
SATURDAY,
5:00 pm (A)
5:00 pm (H)

DECEMBER 16
Int. of the Harkin Family
Pauline & Edward Illmensee Sr.

REQUESTED BY:
Harkin Family
Walter & Joan Haubold

SUNDAY,
8:00 am (H)
8:30 am (A)
9:00 am (H)
10:30 am (A)
12 Noon (H)

DECEMBER 17
Richard Ess
Intentions of Father Monaghan
Glen Quillen
Louise Ciancio
George Zahurak Sr.

Carmen Ess
Spadaccini Family
Nancy, John & Joey
Family
His Family

MONDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

DECEMBER 18
Intentions of Buonnanno Family
Glen Quillen

Lorraine Easty
Lila Trask

TUESDAY
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

DECEMBER 19
Intentions of Harkin Family
Paul Zajac

Family
Marty Roos

WEDNESDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

DECEMBER 20
John Berko
Intentions of Harkin Family

Esther Kim
Harkin Family

THURSDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

DECEMBER 21
Intentions of Harkin Family
Glen Quillen

Harkin Family
Catalina

FRIDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

DECEMBER 22
Intentions of Harkin Family
Dina Nardella

Harkin Family
Agnes Grabowski

SATURDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)
5:00 pm (A)
5:00 pm (H)

DECEMBER 23
Rev. Thomas O’Keefe
Angelo Bua
Stephan Heinzel
Charles & Pauline Rich

Ybay Family
Bua Family
Eleanor Rice
Teri DeSouza

SUNDAY,
8:00 am (H)
8:30 am (A)
9:00 am (H)
10:30 am (A)
12 Noon (H)

DECEMBER 24
Intentions of Harkin Family
Dorothy A. Travers
Maria Rose Ruggero
Louise Ciancio
Joan Graves

Harkin Family
Theresa DeSouza
Rose Frusciante
Family
Family

Key: (A) = Ardsley

(H) = Hastings

If you would like to bring the gifts up
during the offertory procession,
please see an Usher before Mass begins.

DECEMBER 17, 2017: THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11
Isaiah describes the joy and salvation which will accompany the coming of Christ. He compares the
plants which spring from a garden to the justice that will spring from all nations.
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Paul reminds the Thessalonians to constantly ready themselves for Christ’s arrival. He tells them to
“avoid any semblance of evil” so that they may be found irreproachable when Jesus does arrive.
Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28
John explains that he is only a messenger to the people for one more powerful than himself. John
stresses to them that they must make a path for the one so powerful that he is not fit to unfasten the
strap of his sandal.

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly
Third Sunday of Advent - December 17, 2017
“The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me. He has sent me to bring glad tidings to
the lowly, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to captives, and release to prisoners. To announce a
year of favor from the Lord and a day of vindication by our God.”
Remember when Jesus read this passage in His synagogue in Nazareth? St. Luke tells us He said ‘Today this Scripture
passage is fulfilled in your hearings.’ We often associate this passage at the time of ordination or confirmation. Today it
is directed to me and tells me what to expect when the longed for Savior comes. He was ‘anointed’, the name Christ
means the anointed one. He had a mission, He was sent. He had a message ‘good news.’ He looked for the lowly, the
hurting, those bound by addictions and desperation. He came to free and form missionary disciples.
The mission of Jesus is our mission, the mission of the entire church. We are comfortable, but consider fellow Christians
throughout the world suffering from poverty, political oppression. Consider missionaries serving the most pitiable people,
like Doctors with Borders, the Catholic Near East Welfare Society Workers, Medical Mission Sisters bringing Isaiah’s
prompting to fulfillment.
Yes, the spirit of the Lord is upon all of us as we begin week three of Advent. Jesus has gifted us with His mission.
‘Come Lord Jesus.’

Please keep in your prayers
the
ill
of
our
parish
especially: Peter Rasulo,
Mary Michna,
John Kelly,
Kristin Harkin, Juliana Ramirez,
Mary Ann Braig, Brian Dahill,
Dee Bronk, George Frieary, Louis Cillo &
Susan Sullivan Manuel
And for those who have died marked by
the sign of faith, especially: Dorothy A.
Travers
If you know of any parishioners who are ill and would
like to be visited by a priest, please contact the rectory
at 914-478-2822. Names will be left on the sick list for
4 weeks. Please feel free to call the rectory to add
names of immediate family members at any time.

We are very grateful to
those in the military who
have dedicated themselves
to protect our liberty and
freedom. Please keep our troops in your prayers,
especially: Brian Dunne-Navy, Christopher GaulinArmy, George Moore-Navy, Nicholas SestitoMarine, Donald Wemer Jr. - Marine, Michael
Germain-Navy, Brandon King - Army, Michael
Parton-Navy.
Have you skipped over important
aspects of our Catholic Faith?
Would you like to meet with our RCIA
team to prepare for your sacraments?
Call Maureen at 914-478-2062 for more
information.
St. Stanislaus Kostka Society will be
having their Coffee Hour on Sundays,
following the 9:00am Mass in the Rectory
meeting room. All are welcome to attend.

LECTORS &

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS - Thank You!

ST. MATTHEW & OLPH
12/3 Collection
12/10 Collection
Retired Religious
Immaculate Conception

2017
$6856
$6123
$1960
$994

2016
$7229
$6627
$2837
$1349

Second Collection today is for Repairs & Maintenance
Christmas Flower & Christmas Envelopes can
be dropped into any collection basket.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

CLASS SCHEDULE:
Wednesday, December 13 from 3:00pm - 4:30pm
Wednesday, December 13 from 7:00pm - 8:30pm
Sunday, December 17 from 10:00am - 11:15am
Wednesday, December 20 from 3:00pm - 4:30pm
Wednesday, December 20 from 7:00pm - 8:30pm

Christmas Pageants

Will be held This Weekend,
Sunday, December 17th
St. Matthews, Hastings On Hudson at 9:00am
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Ardsley at 10:30am
Refreshments will be provided following the Mass
in the basement of OLPH & in the gym at
St. Matthew’s School.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Prayer Group will meet on the 4th
Monday of the month at 7:30pm at
OLPH Church. All are invited to come
share in God's love. Please call Lourdes 914-693-2959 for
more information or for prayer requests.

Please stop by the Sacristy
to pick up your Christmas Recitation of The Rosary: St. Matthew’s on the 1st
Saturday of each month following the 9:00 am Mass.
gift.

Christmas Mass
Schedule
Hastings on Hudson

Ardsley

Children’s Christmas Pageant & Family Mass
Sunday, December 17th
9:00 am

10:30am

Reconciliation Monday, December 18th
5:00 to 7:00 pm

8:00 to 9:00 pm

Christmas Eve
4:30 pm
8:00 pm

6:00 pm
10:00 pm

Christmas Day
10:00 am
12:00 noon

8:30 am
10:30 am

New Year’s Day
9:30 am

Reconciliation Monday:
December 18th
Cardinal
Dolan
designated
Monday,
December 18, 2017 as Reconciliation Monday
for Lent. All parishes in the Archdiocese will
have priests available to hear confessions
from 5:00 PM - 9:00 PM. This includes all the
parishes of the Archdiocese of New York,
Brooklyn and the Rockville Center.
Confessions will be held at the following
times:

St. Matthew Church: 5pm - 7pm
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: 8pm - 9pm

10:30 am

CYO CORNER:
The OLPH/St. Matt’s 5th Grade Boys (Gold)
team is off to a quick 4-0 start this season,
showing great determination, effort, and
sportsmanship through each of the closely
contested games.
The boys – Liam Spillane, Fintan
McGourty, Anthony Spano, Jack Dillon, Andrew Rice, Ethan
Schales, Sarubh Julka, Josh Levine and James Doherty – most
recently won this past Sunday against Holy Innocent of
Pleasantville in a real nail-biter, hitting the game-winner
with only seconds to play. Gold team coaches Paul Rice and
Mike Dillon note that the boys are a true “team,” with each
player making key contributions to each of the wins. While
the coaches admit that the boys are still learning and have
yet to play their best game, they’re very pleased with the
team’s development so far, and hope for great things this
season. “Most important,” the coaches say, “is that the kids
are learning to play the game the right way, and having
fun.”

DONATIONS OF CHRISTMAS TOYS

DEADLINE - TODAY, DECEMBER 17th

In EACH CHURCH you will find a CHRISTMAS TOY
DONATION BOX in the back of the church. We will be
collecting toys for children of all ages as well as new winter clothing
for adults & children (sweat shirts, socks, hats, gloves, scarves, etc. in
all sizes). If you would like to help the less fortunate in our area,
please purchase a new gift and return it to the box unwrapped. All
toys/gifts must be returned UNWRAPPED to the boxes TODAY,
December 17th.

CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS once again we will be collecting toiletries for the
homeless which will be distributed by Midnight Run. Children, with the help
of their parents, are encouraged to prepare a "Jesus Stocking". To make a
“Jesus Stocking”, take a pair of warm socks and fill them with toiletry items
such as toothbrush, toothpaste, comb, soap, tissues, small sized deodorant,
etc. The Stuffed Socks will be collected at the Christmas Pageant Masses
TODAY, December 17th at both churches.

CHRISTMAS/OPLATKI BREAD
The breaking of the Christmas wafer
is a custom that began in Poland in
the 10th century and is practiced by
people of Polish ancestry around
the world. It is considered the most
ancient and beloved of Polish
traditions. The Christmas wafer
symbolizes the unity of the family, which many
consider to be the main pillar of society. According
to beliefs, the bond of unity should exist between
family members. The father is seen as the link in the
unbroken chain of One Body, One Bread, One Christ,
and One Church, while other family members join
him in this eternal procession. The wafer also
symbolizes forgiveness and reconciliation.
The Christmas/Oplatki Bread can be found on the
tables in the back of the churches. A donation of
$2.00 per packet is appreciated. If you wish to have
your bread blessed, please see a Priest after a Mass.

