THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF
SAINT MATTHEW & OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP
The Week of December 24, 2017 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
SATURDAY,
5:00 pm (A)
5:00 pm (H)

DECEMBER 23
Stephan Heinzel
Charles & Pauline Rich

REQUESTED BY:
Eleanor Rice
Teri DeSouza

SUNDAY,
8:00 am (H)
8:30 am (A)
9:00 am (H)
10:30 am (A)
12 Noon (H)

DECEMBER 24
Sonia Chavarro
Dorothy A. Travers
Maria Rose Ruggero
Louise Ciancio
Joan Graves

Her Husband
Theresa DeSouza
Rose Frusciante
Family
Family

MONDAY,

DECEMBER 25

TUESDAY
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

DECEMBER 26
Sal Campoli
Intentions of Harkin Family

WEDNESDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

DECEMBER 27
Adele Cartwright

Her Family

THURSDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

DECEMBER 28
Intentions of Harkin Family
Dina Nardella

Harkin Family
Agnes Grabowski

FRIDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

DECEMBER 29
Intentions of Harkin Family

Harkin Family

SATURDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)
5:00 pm (A)
5:00 pm (H)

DECEMBER 30
Intention of Harkin Family
Glen Quillen

Harkin Family
Carol & John Russo

Patrick A. Rogers

George Febles & A.M. Tennis Group

SUNDAY,
8:00 am (H)
8:30 am (A)
9:00 am (H)
10:30 am (A)
12 Noon (H)

DECEMBER 31
Millie Trentacoste

Ann Dosin

Intentions of Harkin Family

Harkin family

Joan Graves

Her Family

Key: (A) = Ardsley

(H) = Hastings

Wife Dora
Harkin Family

If you would like to bring the gifts up during the offertory
procession, please see an Usher before Mass begins.

DECEMBER 24, 2017: FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16
King David plans to build a temple to honor God. But God tells Nathan the Prophet that instead he will give
David rest from his enemies, and ensure that both his house and community will be protected forever.
Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27
In this letter of Paul to the Romans, he explains that the gospel reveals the mystery that had been hidden for
many ages. Now it has been made known to all, so that they may believe, obey, and give glory through
Jesus Christ forever.
Gospel: Luke 1:26-38
The Virgin Mary is approached by the angel Gabriel, who tells her that she has been chosen to bear the Son
of God. Mary is first afraid, yet shows her unquestioning faith when she simply says, “Let it be done to me as
you say.”

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS - HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly
Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 24, 2017
“Do not fear, Mary. You have found favor with God. You shall conceive and bear a son, and give Him
the name Jesus. Great will be His dignity and He will be called Son of the Most High.”
The great moment in the history of salvation, began with the visit of the angel Gabriel and the invitation to be
the mother of Jesus. It is not surprising that Mary hesitated, questioned and then consented. Wouldn’t you?
Her response ‘I am the maidservant of the Lord. Let it be done to me as you say’ redirected the course of
human history.
The celebration of the Bethlehem event tonight, allows us not just to recall what happened, but to imitate
Mary and permit the Lord to touch our lives in a truly special way. Our traditions and customs are rich as we
relive Jesus’ entering our lives again. The Simbang Gabi celebration of Filipino Catholics or Las Posadas of
Latin Catholics lead us to the stable cave to meet and adore the Lord of history, the Lord of today. We have
been praying ‘Come Lord Jesus’ for the four weeks of advent. Today, we welcome Him with joy.
As we celebrate this special night, may we be ready to open our door not just to Joseph and Mary, but Christ
who comes to us.

Please keep in your prayers
the
ill
of
our
parish
especially: Peter Rasulo,
Mary Michna,
John Kelly,
Kristin Harkin, Juliana Ramirez,
Mary Ann Braig, Brian Dahill,
Dee Bronk, George Frieary, Louis Cillo &
Susan Sullivan Manuel
And for those who have died marked by
the sign of faith, especially: If you know of any
parishioners who are ill and would like to be visited by a
priest, please contact the rectory at 914-478-2822.
Names will be left on the sick list for 4 weeks. Please
feel free to call the rectory to add names of immediate
family members at any time.

We are very grateful to
those in the military who
have dedicated themselves
to protect our liberty and
freedom. Please keep our troops in your prayers,
especially: Brian Dunne-Navy, Christopher GaulinArmy, George Moore-Navy, Nicholas SestitoMarine, Donald Wemer Jr. - Marine, Michael
Germain-Navy, Brandon King - Army, Michael
Parton-Navy.
Candle Dedications
St. Matthew Tabernacle &
Blessed Mother Candles
In Memory of Lino Innocenzi
req. by Lillian & Family
OLPH Tabernacle Candle
In Memory of Sal Campoli
req. by his wife, Dora
In Memory of Patrick Curtin
req. by family

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS - Thank You!

ST. MATTHEW & OLPH
12/3 Collection
Repairs & Maintenance

2017
$7590
$2865

2016
$7336
$2938

Christmas Flower & Christmas Envelopes
can be dropped into any collection
basket.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

CLASS SCHEDULE:
Classes Will Resume on:
Sunday, January 7, 2018
Wednesday, January 3, 2018
Looking Ahead: First Communion Parents
Meeting will be held on Wednesday, January
17th at 7:00pm at OLPH School Gym. All
parents of children receiving their First
Communion in May must attend.
Have you skipped over important
aspects of our Catholic Faith?
Would you like to meet with our RCIA
team to prepare for your sacraments?
Call Maureen at 914-478-2062 for more
information.
St. Stanislaus Kostka Society will be having
their Coffee Hour on Sundays, following the
9:00am Mass in the Rectory meeting room. All
are welcome to attend.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church Prayer Group will meet
on the 4th Monday of the
month at 7:30pm at OLPH
Church. All are invited to come
share in God's love. Please call Lourdes 914-693-2959 for
more information or for prayer requests.
Recitation of The Rosary: St. Matthew’s on the 1st
Saturday of each month following the 9:00 am Mass.

Christmas Mass
Schedule
Hastings on Hudson

Ardsley

Christmas Eve
4:30 pm
8:00 pm

6:00 pm
10:00 pm

Christmas Day
10:00 am
12:00 noon

8:30 am
10:30 am

New Year’s Day
9:30 am 10:30 am
CHRISTMAS/OPLATKI BREAD
The breaking of the Christmas wafer is a
custom that began in Poland in the 10th
century and is practiced by people of Polish
ancestry around the world. It is considered
the most ancient and beloved of Polish
traditions. The Christmas wafer symbolizes the unity of the
family, which many consider to be the main pillar of
society. According to beliefs, the bond of unity should exist
between family members. The father is seen as the link in
the unbroken chain of One Body, One Bread, One Christ,
and One Church, while other family members join him in
this eternal procession. The wafer also symbolizes
forgiveness and reconciliation.
The Christmas/Oplatki Bread can be found on the tables in
the back of the churches. A donation of $2.00 per packet is
appreciated. If you wish to have your bread blessed,
please see a Priest after a Mass.

HAVE YOU SIGNED UP FOR ELECTRONIC GIVING?
It’s Fast, It’s Easy, It’s SAFE & It’s FREE!
www.parishgiving.org

It’s Simple to Sign Up: Log on the parish website:
www.stmolph.com and click on the Parish Giving Logo
and follow the easy step by step registration
instructions.
It’s Secure: Parish Giving is PCI compliant and uses the
strongest SSL encryption technology available.
It’s Convenient: No more searching for the check book
or stops at the ATM. You can pick the day of the month
for the recurring contributions to be processed.
Contact Christine at 914-478-2822 or by email:
office@stmolph.com if you have any questions.

NICHOLAS: THE BOY WHO
BECAME SANTA: Nicholas was
still a young child when he
discovered a very special secret
that changed his life forever. It
was the gift of giving, by which he
brought happiness to many
people. Nevertheless, in sharing
this gift, Nicholas had to face
many dangers.

THE MYSTERY OF CHRISTMAS: In this
inspiring talk, renowned preacher Fr. Larry
Richards illuminates how the true joy of
Christmas is found in the greatest gift ever
given—the gift of Jesus Christ to the whole
world. With humor, compassion, and
clarity, Fr. Larry gets to the heart of the
true meaning of Christmas and helps us to
better appreciate the immensity of God's
love for us as His children.

Here is the fascinating story of
the boy whose love and care for
others make him one of the
most popular figures of all times.
Today, more than sixteen
centuries later, the entire world
celebrates the kindness and
generosity of the man we
call Santa Claus.
Based on historical facts and traditions, Nicholas: The Boy Who Became
Santa, is the beautifully animated film worth watching all year long.

