THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF
SAINT MATTHEW & OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP
The Week of December 31, 2017 - Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
SATURDAY,
5:00 pm (A)
5:00 pm (H)

DECEMBER 30

REQUESTED BY:

Patrick A. Rogers

George Febles & A.M. Tennis Group

SUNDAY,
8:00 am (H)
8:30 am (A)
9:00 am (H)
10:30 am (A)
12 Noon (H)

DECEMBER 31
Millie Trentacoste

Ann Dosin

Intentions of Harkin Family

Harkin family

Joan Graves

Her Family

MONDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

JANUARY 1, 2018

TUESDAY
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

JANUARY 2

WEDNESDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

JANUARY 3

THURSDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

JANUARY 4

FRIDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)

JANUARY 5

SATURDAY,
8:00 am (A)
9:00 am (H)
5:00 pm (A)
5:00 pm (H)

JANUARY 6

SUNDAY,
8:00 am (H)
8:30 am (A)
9:00 am (H)
10:30 am (A)
12 Noon (H)

JANUARY 7
John Costello

Betsy & Peter Westrell

Millie Trentacoste

Gleeson Family

Michael O’Brien

The Febles Family

Key: (A) = Ardsley

(H) = Hastings

John Chinnery

Ann Marie

Elizabeth Keaney

Jimmy

Decd Mem. of Wm. B. Walzer Sr. Family

Carol

If you would like to bring the gifts up during the offertory
procession, please see an Usher before Mass begins.

DECEMBER 31, 2017: HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH
First Reading: Gn 15:1-6, 21: 1-3
Abram shows us the Lord keeps His promises, for his offspring were indeed many, like the stars in heaven. We,
too, must trust in the Lord, so like Abram, our families might prosper.
Second Reading: Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19
By faith Abraham and Sarah were blessed with Isaac, and through him, many descendants because they
trusted in God’s promise and believed in what they could not see. We see that faith, trust and prayer bring forth
God’s miracles in our lives.
Gospel: Luke 2:22-40
Jesus was brought to Jerusalem to be consecrated according to the law of Moses. A man named Simeon had
learned he would not die until he had seen God’s anointed. Upon seeing Jesus, he immediately declared he had
witnessed “the glory of your people of Israel.” The prophetess Anna also gave thanks and spoke of Jesus to all
who would listen. Both recognized the power of Jesus, although he was still an infant.

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS - HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph - December 31, 2017
“They took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name
was Simeon. This man was righteous and devout awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was
upon him. He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform the
custom of the law in regards to him, he took him into his arms and blessed God, saying: ‘Now Master you can
let your servant go in peace.’”
How often we have attended a baptism, as parent, godparent, big brother or sister, relative or friend. Some assumed
the role of Joseph and Mary, others that of Simeon, or Anna who prayed. Whatever our role, we are called to recognize
the special presence of the Christ as they did. Joseph protected, Mary reflected, Simeon prayed and praised. We do
too.
Pope Francis in his exhortation ‘The Joy of Love’ provides a terrific teaching as we bring one year to a close and turn
the page to a new year of grace. He says, ‘Family prayer is a special way of expressing and strengthening this paschal
faith. A few minutes can be found each day to come together before the living God to tell him of our worries, to ask for
the needs of our family, to pray for someone experiencing difficulty, to ask for help in showing love, to give thanks for life
and for its blessings and to ask Our Lady to protect us beneath her maternal mantle. With a few simple words, this
moment of prayer can do immense good for our families.’
As we hear of all the new year’s resolutions, may we see this as our priority.

Please keep in your prayers
the
ill
of
our
parish
especially: Peter Rasulo,
Mary Michna,
John Kelly,
Kristin Harkin, Juliana Ramirez,
Mary Ann Braig, Brian Dahill,
Dee Bronk, George Frieary, Louis Cillo &
Susan Sullivan Manuel
And for those who have died marked by
the sign of faith, especially:
If you know of any parishioners who are ill and would
like to be visited by a priest, please contact the rectory
at 914-478-2822. Names will be left on the sick list for
4 weeks. Please feel free to call the rectory to add
names of immediate family members at any time.

We are very grateful to
those in the military who
have dedicated themselves
to protect our liberty and
freedom. Please keep our troops in your prayers,
especially: Brian Dunne-Navy, Christopher GaulinArmy, George Moore-Navy, Nicholas SestitoMarine, Donald Wemer Jr. - Marine, Michael
Germain-Navy, Brandon King - Army, Michael
Parton-Navy.
Candle Dedications
OLPH Tabernacle Candle
In Memory of Patrick Curtin
req. by family
In Memory of Sal Campoli
req. by his wife, Dora

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS - Thank You!

ST. MATTHEW & OLPH
2017
2016
Not available due to early press deadline.

Christmas Flower & Christmas Envelopes
can be dropped into any collection
basket.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

CLASS SCHEDULE:
Classes Will Resume on:
Wednesday, January 3, 2018
Sunday, January 7, 2018
Looking Ahead: First Communion Parents
Meeting will be held on Wednesday, January
17th at 7:00pm at OLPH School Gym. All
parents of children receiving their First
Communion in May must attend.
Have you skipped over important
aspects of our Catholic Faith?
Would you like to meet with our RCIA
team to prepare for your sacraments?
Call Maureen at 914-478-2062 for more
information.
St. Stanislaus Kostka Society will be having
their Coffee Hour on Sundays, following the
9:00am Mass in the Rectory meeting room. All
are welcome to attend.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church Prayer Group will meet
on the 4th Monday of the
month at 7:30pm at OLPH
Church. All are invited to come
share in God's love. Please call Lourdes 914-693-2959 for
more information or for prayer requests.
Recitation of The Rosary: St. Matthew’s on the 1st
Saturday of each month following the 9:00 am Mass.

New Year’s Mass
Schedule
Hastings on Hudson

Ardsley

New Year’s Day
9:30 am

10:30 am
Donations of nonperishable
food items are collected in
the back of St. Matthew's
Church and are picked up
and delivered after the 12
noon mass on Sundays to
St. Peter’s Food Pantry in
Yonkers.

“I promise to assist at the hour of death with the graces
necessary for salvation all those who, in order to make
reparation to me, on the First Saturday of Five Successive
Months, go to Confession, receive Holy Communion, say
five decades of the Rosary, and keep me company for a
quarter of an hour, meditating for a quarter of an hour,
meditating on the fifteen Mysteries of the Rosary.”
— Our Lady, December 10, 1925

This was the promise of Our Blessed Mother to Sister
Lucia.
A New Year is here — the time we all make New Year’s
Resolutions. This year let yours be to make the Five
Saturdays. Come alone, or as a family, or with your
grandchildren. Let us teach the children about the
beautiful devotions of our Catholic Church.
January 6, 2018, is our next First Saturday. Join us at Our
Lady of Perpetual Help 8:00am Mass followed by the
Rosary with meditations on the Mysteries.

HAVE YOU SIGNED UP FOR ELECTRONIC GIVING?
It’s Fast, It’s Easy, It’s SAFE & It’s FREE!
www.parishgiving.org

It’s Simple to Sign Up: Log on the parish website:
www.stmolph.com and click on the Parish Giving Logo
and follow the easy step by step registration instructions.
It’s Secure: Parish Giving is PCI compliant and uses the
strongest SSL encryption technology available.
It’s Convenient: No more searching for the check book or
stops at the ATM. You can pick the day of the month for
the recurring contributions to be processed.
Contact Christine at 914-478-2822 or by email:
office@stmolph.com if you have any questions.

